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• Community consultation is a crucial piece of developing land use planning policies. 

• Consultation builds knowledge and awareness among residents and interest holder 
groups.   

• East Hants has sought active engagement from East Hants residents and property 
owners through visioning meetings, surveys, and interest holder meetings. 

• Community engagement will continue throughout the planning process through 
community meetings, social media posts, and direct engagement with property 
owners whose property may be considered for a land use designation and zone 
change. 
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Visioning Meetings 
• Six Community Visioning Meetings were held across East Hants to allow residents to share 

their ideas and priorities for the future of East Hants. 

• Meetings were held in the communities of Rawdon, Mount Uniacke, Milford, Maitland, 
Walton, and Enfield. 

• Over 179 residents and developers attended the meetings and provided their input into the 
planning process. 

• Topics discussed at the meetings ranged from specific planning related ideas to a wider 
general discussion on community priorities and improvements. 

• Many topics and suggestions moved beyond what can be achieved through land use planning 
and regulation. 
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Visual Preference Survey
• A visual preference survey is a tool used to gauge public opinion on community design by 

asking participants to rate images of streetscapes, architecture, landscaping, and land-use 

scenarios. It allows participants to visualize community design elements and to consider 

how they may appear in their community. 

• A visual preference survey is just one of the many tools used to help East staff and Council 

understand how the public would like the community to develop. 
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Plan Review Survey
• An online Community Survey was available to East Hants residents from April 1 to June 8. 

• The survey provided residents with an opportunity to share their knowledge, aspirations, 

and perspectives on the future growth and development of their community.

A total of 586 residents completed the survey. 

• The results will help identify land-use priorities and assess the significance of land-use 

issues affecting the community.
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Plan Review Survey - Results
• There were 586 responses to the East Hants Plan 

Review Survey. 

• Enfield had 34% of all responses. 

• Age ranges for the survey varied, with 
respondents between 35 and 44 years of age 
accounting for nearly 24% of all responses. 

• Just over 67% of all respondents have lived in East 
Hants for more than 10 years, with only 
approximately 2% of respondents being in the 
community for less than 2 years. 

• Although 84% of respondents enjoy living in East 
Hants, 44% of respondents would not recommend 
the municipality to a friend or family member. 

• How respondents feel about the overall design 
and layout of the community was also low, with 
East Hants getting an average rating of 2.75 out 
of 5 stars. 
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Plan Review Survey – 
Results
• Many of the questions had 

over 500 comment 
responses. 

• A summary of these 
responses can be found in 
the What We Heard 
Report. 

• This presentation only 
includes a small snapshot 
of the comments. 
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Interest Holder Meeting

• On April 21, 2026, Planning staff met with members of the East Hants 
development community—including developers, surveyors, planning 
consultants, and other industry representatives—to discuss the 2026/2027 Plan 
Review. 

• Interest holder engagement is an important component of the land use 
planning process, providing valuable insight into the needs and perspectives of 
the development community. 

• This input helps inform the development of land use policies and regulations 
that balance community interests with the viability and success of proposed 
development projects.

• Notes from the interest holder engagement session have been incorporated 
into the What We Heard Report
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Recommendation

• This report is for information purposes
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