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Subject: Provincial Library Funding Formula Needs Analysis and Review  
  
Hi, 
 
The purpose of this email is to give you, our municipal funding partners, a courtesy head's up about an 
upcoming Provincial Library Funding Formula Review. 
 
Funding for NS public libraries is governed by the Libraries Act and the Libraries Act Funding 
Regulations.  
 
FY 2023-24 represents Year 4 of a 5-year flat-rate funding formula. The cost share ratio for the current 
formula is:  

 Regional libraries outside the HRM: 71% Provincial, 26% Municipal and 3% Board Generated 
 HRM: 71% Municipal, 26% Provincial and 3% Board Generated 

Funding Review Committee 
The Province is preparing to form a Funding Review Committee. To the best of my knowledge, the plan is 
for the Province to send out official communications to stakeholders this fall, with the intention for the 
Committee to begin their work shortly thereafter. Concerns raised regarding municipal representation on 
the last Funding Review Committee are being duly considered. 
 
Needs Analysis for Provincial Library Funding Formula Development 
In winter 2023, the NS Council of Regional Librarians (CORL) conducted a needs analysis for provincial 
funding formula development. The final report, attached here for your reference, has received 
unanimous endorsement from the province's nine regional library boards.  
 
CORL Data and Information Collection 
CORL is now working on collecting data and information to inform the Funding Review Committee's 
work. This includes a wage study which will be completed by an external consultant.   
 
Fall Municipal Council Presentations 
I would like to present to each of your councils in September or early October of this year, if I may. I 
haven't been back to present to most councils since the start of the pandemic, and we have some great 
numbers and stories to share as it relates to service enhancements. At the same time, I could speak 
high-level to the Needs Analysis for Provincial Library Funding Formula Development. Could you please 
let me know who I should contact on your staff to get on the council agenda? 
 
Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding the information provided here. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Tiffany 
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Tiffany Bartlett (she/her) 
Executive Director and Chief Librarian 
Colchester-East Hants Public Library 
754 Prince Street 
Truro, Nova Scotia B2N 1G9 
www.lovemylibrary.ca   

“We are the heart of a vibrant community. We empower. We enrich. We inspire.”  

The Colchester-East Hants Public Library is located in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the 
Mi’kmaq. We are all Treaty people.  

We recognize the African Nova Scotian communities who came before us and whose contributions have 
enriched Mi’kma’ki for over 400 years. 


