
 

 

 

        
 

 
 

 
 
November 15, 2022 
 
Dear CAOs, Municipal Clerks and Planning Staff: 
 
As you are likely aware, in 2019, the Province required that all parts of municipalities have a planning strategy and 
land use by-law that meet the Regulations Respecting Minimum Planning Requirements made under Section 
214(4) of the Municipal Government Act (“MGA”) by the end of 2022. 
 
In terms of the new standards for planning, the legislative amendments to the MGA and the Halifax Regional 
Municipality Charter (“Charter”) require: 
 

• land use planning for all lands within a municipality;  

• municipal planning strategies to meet requirements set in regulation;  

• planning documents to be reviewed at least every 10 years; and  

• municipalities to engage with abutting municipalities on land use issues that impact one another.  
 
The amendments also make the Statements of Provincial Interest on Agriculture, Drinking Water, Flooding, 
Infrastructure and Housing applicable to all areas throughout the Province. 
 
As noted in our April 2019 correspondence from Gordon Smith, the former Provincial Director of Planning, it was 
expected that all municipalities would come into compliance with the new regulations by the end of 2022.  
 
Mandatory Content 
In addition to the requirements prescribed in Subsection 214(1) of the MGA, a municipal planning strategy must 
contain all of the following as described in Section 4 of the Regulations Respecting Minimum Planning 
Requirements:  
 

a) a discussion of the background and contextual information that informed the goals and objectives of 
 the municipal planning strategy; 
b) a map of the lands within a municipality that depicts the intended future uses of the lands as 
 contemplated by the municipality’s municipal planning strategy; 
c) statements of policy with respect to the lands subject to the municipal planning strategy in relation to 
 all of the following: 

 

i. residential uses; 
ii. commercial and industrial uses; 
iii. institutional uses; 
iv. recreational facilities and public open spaces; and 
v. resource uses, where resources are present within a municipality. 

d) a statement of policy describing the procedures to be followed when reviewing a municipal planning 
 strategy that must provide for public consultation and notice.  

 

We also want to bring to your attention that we interpret the intent of clause 4(d) of the Regulations Respecting 
Minimum Planning Requirements as:  the planning strategy must contain reference to a statement of policy 
describing the procedures to be followed when reviewing a municipal planning strategy that must provide for public 
consultation and notice.  We acknowledge that many municipalities have their public participation program (required 
as per Section 204 of the MGA) as a separate stand-alone policy outside of their planning strategy.  The intent of 
this part of the regulation is to have the planning strategy ‘make the link’ through language to the municipality’s 
public participation program policy. We are considering whether an amendment will be made to the regulations in 
this regard. 
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You should also be aware of the mandatory requirement in Section 204A(1) of the MGA: 
 

Council shall adopt, by policy, an engagement program for engaging with abutting municipalities when the 
council is adopting or amending a municipal planning strategy.  

 
This is subject to the Regulations Respecting the Content for Engagement Programs made under Section 204A (3) 
of the MGA.  
 
COVID 19 and Extension Requests 
It is understood that dealing with COVID 19 may have caused setbacks that have affected the ability of 
municipalities to meet the 2022 end-of-year time limit.  Should municipalities require an extension to the time limit 
and have not already received one, municipalities may request an extension by writing to the Minister, with a cc to 
Christina.Lovitt@novascotia.ca, at: 

 
Hon. John A. Lohr, Minister 

Department of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Maritime Centre, 8th Floor North - 1505 Barrington St. 

PO Box 216, Halifax, NS   B3J 2M4 
Email:  DMAHCorrespondence@novascotia.ca 

Subject Line:  MPR – Request for Extension 
 
Written requests should describe the work completed to date and the current state of municipal land use planning 
for your area, in terms of compliance with the mandatory parts of the Municipal Government Act, Minimum Planning 
Requirements Regulations and Regulations Respecting the Content for Engagement Programs; the reason for the 
request; the scope of work necessary to meet the new standards; and a negotiable schedule showing targets for 
completion. 
 
Guidance Materials 
To support and facilitate municipal land use planning, the Department has prepared guidance materials which may 
be downloaded from: 
 
minimum-planning-requirements-guidebook-municipal-planning-strategy-and-land-use-law-preparation-en.pdf 
(novascotia.ca) 
 
minimum-planning-requirements-guidebook-implementing-statements-provincial-interest-en.pdf (novascotia.ca) 
 
Should you have any questions or would like copies of the guidance materials emailed to you, please reach out to a 
member of our Planning team: 
 

• Graham Fisher:  902.424.2990 / Graham.Fisher@novascotia.ca 

• Daniel Bryce:  902.424.7922 / Daniel.Bryce@novascotia.ca 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Christina Lovitt, MCIP, LPP, PMP 
Provincial Director of Planning 
 
/kz 
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