
 

 

 

July 28, 2022 

 

 

Honourable Tim Halman, MLA 

Minister of Environment & Climate Change 

PO Box 442 

Halifax, NS  B3J 2P8 

 

RE: Changes to Construction & Demolition Debris Management Regulations 

     

Minister Halman,  

 

At the Regular Meeting of Council on July 27th, 2022, East Hants Municipal Council made a motion to 

respond to the recent communication outlining the approved regulation changes to how construction 

and demolition (C&D) debris will be managed in Nova Scotia, effective July 2023. Members of Council 

expressed significant concern with the regulation changes due to the fiscal and operational impacts 

the changes will have to our solid waste management system in East Hants. 

 

Staff presented an introductory report on impacts to the regulation changes at the July 19th meeting 

of Executive Committee of Council. Within that report (attached) initial operational costs are 

estimated at $400,000 per year without consideration to infrastructure to support those operational 

changes. Staff outlined four options to respond to the regulation changes which include transferring 

a conservative 60% of our C&D materials offsite, to discontinuing receiving the materials altogether. 

Staff have been asked to provide a report back to Council on more detailed costing and operational 

needs for these options, with an additional request – feasibility of siting a 2nd generation landfill in 

East Hants.  

 

Staff also included in their report transportation of these materials is estimated to be 24,000 to 25,000 

kilometers of travel annually from our facility to the nearest option under the new regulations. Staff 

estimate this to mean 200 - 220 additional transportation trucks and trailers required to be used for 

our operational needs alone. Council has asked staff to calculate our specific green house gas 

emissions impact based on these regulatory changes, and further questions what the province-wide 

green house gas emissions impacts will be.  

 

Council is disappointed that this regulation change was approved without the same effort and 

attention the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for Paper, Packaging, and Products file has 

received. Municipalities have been waiting years for EPR for PPP to be approved. In comparing the 

two files your government issued a request for updated and targeted consultation on EPR this winter, 

including several meetings with various stakeholders and an opportunity for written responses.  



 

 

 

The last discussions on potential C&D regulations were held in January 2021 with a short presentation 

at a Regional Chairs meeting where a number of concerns and questions were raised by both elected 

officials and staff. No further information has been received since that time. The only formal 

discussion on potential C&D changes was completed in 2018. This included a discussion paper, which 

our municipality did submit a response. Additionally, concerns were raised by municipalities that the 

discussion paper questions did not provide enough information for adequate feedback to be provided.  

 

Our staff have engaged in discussions with your department representatives since our July 19th 

meeting. Provincial staff have acknowledged that there is a gap between the intention of the changes 

to the regulations, versus the reality of what the wording of the regulation means. Those conversations 

clarified that: 

- The intent of the ban on treated timbers was to ensure no potential leaching of specific 

chemicals of concern.  

- To understand if there is leaching of these chemicals specific monitoring parameters are 

required (noted in the regulation changes). 

- That no research, requests to facilities or regional offices, was made to determine if any of 

those parameters may currently be in the suite of testing facilities do, and if there is any 

historic data to support a ban at this time. 

 

East Hants Council strongly feels these regulation changes should be revoked.  

 

East Hants is a community that prides ourselves on excellent solid waste management programs and 

operations, having the lowest disposal rate in the province four years in a row. Council is concerned 

that these regulation changes will increase illegal dumping, burning of waste and the negative impacts 

related to green house gas emissions that result from increased transportation of materials.  

 

Council is hoping for a positive response to the request to revoke the regulation changes and that the 

concerns raised bring about change in a timely fashion.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Eleanor Roulston, Warden  

East Hants Council 

 

Cc:  

Nova Scotia Federation of Municipalities (NSFM) 

Honourable Brad Johns, MLA Sackville-Uniacke 

Melissa Sheehy-Richards, MLA Hants West 

John A. MacDonald, MLA Hants East 

Honourable John Lohr, MLA Kings-North, Minister of Municipal Affairs 

Nova Scotia Waste-Resource Regional Chairs Committee  

Northern Region Solid Waste-Resource Committee 


