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STAFF REPORT 
Planning & Development Department  

 

 

 

Subject: Dangerous or Unsightly Premises Policy – Excavation Sites 
To: CAO for Planning Advisory Committee, April 19, 2022 
Date Prepared: April 11, 2022 
Related Motions: PAC22(6), and C22(19) 
Prepared by: Debbie Uloth, Project Planner 
Approved by: John Woodford, Director of  

 

Summary 
East Hants Council passed Motion C21(317) at their October 2021 meeting, which directed staff to prepare a 
report to investigate options to secure construction sites. At their February 2021 meeting, Council approved 
amendments to the Bylaw P-900, Building Bylaw, which requires certain construction sites to be fenced. In 
addition, to amendments to the Building Bylaw, Municipal Council also passed the following Motion:  
 

Moved that Council direct staff to bring a report back to Committee with further actions and 
information to consider for immediate response for emergency situations (Re: Protective Fencing for 
Construction Sites). 

 
As a result of Motion C22(19), Planning staff have proposed amendments to the Dangerous or Unsightly 
Premises Policy to address holes excavations by construction sites that may be dangerous.  
 

Financial Impact Statement 
There are no immediate financial impacts associated with the adoption of this report.  
 
 

Recommendation 
That the Planning Advisory Committee recommends that Council amend the existing Dangerous or Unsightly 
Premises Policy by including a provision for excavations caused by construction as a consideration for a 
dangerous premises. 
 
 

Recommended Motion 
 
Regular Meeting of Council (Policy) – April 19, 2022 
 
Move that the Planning Advisory Committee recommends to Council that Council give notice of intent to 
amend the Dangerous or Unsightly Premises Policy by including a provision for a risk of falling into an 
excavation related to construction as a dangerous premises, as attached to the April 19, 2022 Executive 
Committee agenda.  
 
Regular Meeting of Council – April 27, 2022  
 
Move that the Planning Advisory Committee recommends to Council that Council approve the amended 
Dangerous or Unsightly Premises Policy, which includes a new provision for a risk of falling into an 
excavation related to construction as a dangerous premises, as attached to the April 19, 2022 Executive 
Committee agenda. 
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Background 
As per Council Motion C22(19), Planning staff are proposing amendments to the Dangerous or Unsightly 
Premises Policy to address excavations caused by construction activity that may be considered dangerous to 
the public. Proposed amendments stem from Council’s request that immediate action be taken in emergency 
situations where it has been brought to staff’s attention that an excavation made for construction purposes 
could cause a danger to the public.  
 
The Municipal Government Act (MGA) gives Municipalities the authority to take immediate action to prevent 
danger or to remove the dangerous structure or condition.  
 

Immediate action 
350 Where public safety requires immediate action, the administrator 
may immediately take the necessary action to prevent danger or may remove the 
dangerous structure or condition. 1998, c. 18, s. 350. 

 
 
 

Discussion 
To make it clear that the Dangerous or Unsightly Premises Policy also applies to excavations created by 
construction activity, staff are proposing updates to the policy. A line is proposed to be added to the Policy 
indicating that excavations made for construction purposes would be considered dangerous under the 
Dangerous or Unsightly provisions of the MGA. The administrator of the Policy gets their authority to take 
immediate action through the provisions of the MGA, in the same manner as other items that are considered 
dangerous. 
 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
The text in green is proposed to be added to the dangerous premises considerations:  

Considerations – Dangerous Premises  
In determining whether enforcement action is warranted for a dangerous premises the municipality shall consider 
factors that include but are not limited to:  

• Fire, particularly risk of fire spreading to other structures  

• Possible collapse of a structure or debris pile  

• Risk of debris falling or blowing off of a structure or debris pile  

• Possibility of entrapment or entanglement   

• Keeping materials that have caused or may reasonably be a risk for the proliferation of rodents  

• Risk of falling into an excavation made for construction purposes 

In considering these risk factors the municipality shall also consider the proximity to a street and occupied property 
and whether a risk acts as an allurement to children or other persons.  

 
STRATEGIC ALIGNEMENT 
The proposed amendment to the Dangerous or Unsightly Premises Policy aligns with organization values of 
Council’s Strategic Plan by being responsive to the needs of the community by ensuring the safety of residents.  
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LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
The MGA gives Municipal Council legislative authority to delegate their authority to an administrator by Policy.   
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
There are no immediate financial considerations related to proposed amendments to the Dangerous or 
Unsightly Premises Policy amendment.  
 
 

Alternatives 
As an alternative, Planning Advisory Committee may decide not to recommend amendments to the Dangerous 
and Unsightly Premises Policy.  
 
 

Attachments 
The amended Dangerous or Unsightly Premises Policy has been included for Council’s review.  
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