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Background
• A plan update background paper on roosters was presented to Planning Advisory 

Committee (PAC) in February 2022, which addressed Motion C21(327). 

– Motion C21(327) …that Council direct staff to review this matter during the 
planning update for the zoned area and staff notify the residents that this will 
be undertaken in the plan review.

• As a result of the February background paper, Motion C22(59) was approved by 
Council. 

– “…that Council direct staff to bring back a report to Council with other 
alternatives considering density and lot sizes (Use of Community Standards 
Bylaw or Noise By Laws etc.) for the keeping of Roosters.”
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Discussion
• Planning staff contacted the Municipal Solicitor to determine if Bylaw P-100, 

Community Standards could be used as an enforcement tool to stop the crowing of 
roosters. 

• Essentially, no it wouldn’t work, if the Municipality allows for roosters in their LUB 
then crowing should be expected.  

• Crowing is what roosters do naturally. 

• Unlike a dog barking, a rooster cannot be trained not to crow, cannot easily be 
brought into a house, or have devices that encourage them not to crow. 

• Therefore, it would be near impossible for the Bylaw Enforcement Officer to 
enforce a noise bylaw based on a crowing rooster. 
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Discussion Continued
• If Council wishes to eliminate the crowing of roosters, they have to amend the 

LUB so that the use is no longer permitted. 

• Based on Council’s February discussion, staff are proposing that lots that are 
6,000 m2 or less not be permitted to have a rooster, while any property that is 
larger than 6,000 m2 may have a rooster.   

• Staff still feel that not permitting roosters in Growth Management Areas that 
have Municipal services would be of the most benefit to the residents living in 
denser areas of the Municipality. 

• Although, there are some lots in these areas that are over the 6,000 m2, the 
Corridor is changing quickly and the subdivision or development of larger 
serviced lots will continue to occur. 

• Therefore, the keeping of roosters may not be appropriate due to the noise 
they make and the inconvenience it may cause neighbouring residents. 
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Discussion Continued
• If amendments are approved to restrict the keeping of roosters on certain properties, any 

property owner that already has a rooster may continue to keep a rooster; the keeping of 
a rooster becomes a legal non-conforming use. This means that even if the rooster dies, 
the property owner may replace the rooster as long as the keeping of a rooster has not 
stopped for more than a two-year period. 

CHICKEN REGULATIONS HALIFAX REGIONAL MUNICPALITY 
• Below is a summary of the lot size regulations for having chickens in HRM: 

• The maximum number of hens permitted is based on lot area as follows
o a maximum of 10 hens on lots less than 4,000 square metres in size; 
o a maximum of 15 hens on lots 4,000 square metres and over but less than 6,000 square 

metres in size;
o a maximum of 20 hens on lots 6,000 square metres and over but less than 10,000 square 

metres in size;
o a maximum of 25 hens on lots 10,000 square metres or greater in size;

o Roosters and other types of birds are not permitted. 

4

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=425cf408196648db994be8f53206f75c


Alternatives and Conclusion
As an alternative, Council may decide on one of the following options: 

1. Not to permit roosters on any property in East Hants that is 6,000 m2 or 
less in area. 

2. Not to permit roosters in areas of the Municipality that are serviced by 
Municipal water and wastewater. 

3. Maintain the current Land Use Bylaw regulations. 

• Planning staff have responded to Council Motion C22(59) and are proposing 
that roosters not be permitted on lots that are 6,000 m2 or less in area, in 
the Growth Management Areas where Municipal services are provided. 
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Recommendation 
• Authorize staff to amend the LUB to prohibit roosters on properties that 

are 6,000 m2 or less, in Growth Management Areas where Municipal 
services are available. 
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Recommended Motion 
Planning Advisory Committee recommends that Council: 
• authorize staff to draft proposed amendments to the Official Community 

Plan in regards to prohibiting roosters on properties that are less than 
6,000 m2, in Growth Management Areas where Municipal services are 
available, as presented to Executive Committee on April 19, 2022 and 
outlined in this staff report. 
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