
 

 

March 11, 2022 

Dear Ms. Clarke: 

 

The Municipality of East Hants is requesting that Statistics Canada conduct a formal review of the 

2021 Census Data for the Municipality of East Hants and Indian Brook (IR 14). Upon a Municipal staff 

review of the data, we have discovered significant errors in the population data and dwelling counts 

published by Statistics Canada. Below are the facts that support the Municipality’s request for a 

formal review:  

 

1. For the release of the 2016 Census Data, Statistics Canada identified a total of 9,930 Total 

Private Dwellings in East Hants. For the release of the 2021 Census Data, Statistics Canada 

identified a total of 10,046 Total Private Dwellings in East Hants. The data therefore 

indicates that there was an increase of 116 Private Dwellings during the 5-years between 

Census periods. However, our own East Hants Building Permit records indicate that there 

were approximately 588 occupancy permits issued during this period. Building Permit 

records are available at your request. Staff have identified approximately 472 Private 

Dwellings missing from the Census results. 

 

2. For the release of the 2016 Census Data, Statistic Canada identified a total of 382 Total 

Private Dwellings in Indian Brook. For the release of the 2021 Census Data, Statistics Canada 

identified a total of 1,124 Total Private Dwellings in Indian Brook. The data therefore 

indicates there was an additional 742 Private Dwellings during the 5-years between census 

periods. However, data from the Nova Scotia Civic Addressing File indicates that there are a 

total of 434 residential civic addresses within Indian Brook and not 1,124. In addition, 

through a quick count of the buildings using Google Earth Satellite Images, the number of 

buildings can be counted and we can determine that there are not 1,124 dwellings located  
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within the boundaries of Indian Brook. The majority of dwelling units in Indian Brook are 

single unit dwellings. The difference between the residential civic points and 2021 Census 

data is 690 Private Dwellings that are not in existence.  

 

3. By looking deeper into the data, an error can be found in the Shubenacadie area of East 

Hants. The Census data for Shubenacadie part A for 2016 indicated that the Total Private 

Dwellings was 342 and the Population for 2016 was 735. The Census data for Shubenacadie 

part A for 2021 indicates that the Total Private Dwellings is 191 and the Population is 401. 

Staff are quite certain that the population for Shubenacadie part A has not decreased by 

45.4% and 151 private dwellings have not been demolished. Staff have reviewed the maps 

for both 2016 and 2021 for Shubenacadie part A and no changes to the boundaries have been 

made to the area.  

 

4. There is also a correction required to be made to the 2021 Population results. The missing 

472 Private Dwellings for East Hants would have an associated population; thereby, 

increasing the population in East Hants and making the Municipality’s growth significantly 

larger than the results that have been released by Statistics Canada. Municipal staff 

approximate the missing population would be over 1,000 people. We also believe that there 

is an overcount in the number of dwelling units and population located in Indian Brook.  

 

5. Similar concerns to item 3 can be found in data for Population Centres. As an example, the 

Statistics Canada population data for the Population Centre of Enfield – Lantz has indicated 

a reduction in the population of -3.3%, yet East Hants building permit data has shown an 

actual increase in the number of dwelling units constructed in the Enfield – Lantz Population 

Centre during the 5-years between Census periods. During this 5-year time period, there 

were 241 occupancy permits issued for new dwelling units in the Population Centre of 

Enfield – Lantz. This would mean a population increase of approximately 600 should have 

been observed. Building permit records are available upon request. 

 

Census data released by Statistics Canada has a significant impact on Municipalities and the funding 

received from the Provincial and Federal Governments, which has an impact to our communities and 

the people that live in East Hants. Therefore, inaccurate data directly impacts our Municipality and 

how we plan for the future. As part of the request to conduct a formal review of the 2021 Census 



 

data for the Municipality of East Hants, Municipal staff would like to meet with you to discuss the 

error issues and determine how these errors happened and how these issues may be rectified so that 

the correct data is reflected in the results of the Statistics Canada information releases.  

 

As an end user of the Census data, the Municipality of East Hants relies on Statistics Canada to 

provide accurate information. Population data is used in the planning of parks, libraries, local 

policing, schools, municipal infrastructure (water and sewer) and for establishing polling districts to 

ensure equitable political representation.  

 

To request data from the Municipality of East Hants and to arrange a meeting to discuss the 2021 

Census data, please contact the undersigned at jwoodford@easthants.ca or call 902-883-6120.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

John Woodford LPP, MCIP 

Director of Planning and Development 
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