
 

 

March 7, 2022 

 

 

Dear Campground Owner and/or Operator:  

 

During the last few years, the Municipality of East Hants has received complaints regarding activities 

taking place at private campgrounds that are disturbing neighbouring residential uses. These 

complaints were echoed by East Hants residents who responded to an East Hants Plan Update Survey 

and who attended Plan Update open houses in October of 2021. As a result, East Hants Council has 

requested that staff provide information to owners and operators of private campgrounds detailing 

Municipal Bylaws that regulate noise, smoke, waste and other items. In addition to this educational 

letter, East Hants Council is also considering the adoption of a Municipal Bylaw that would require 

all private campground owners to apply for and receive a licence from the Municipality in order to 

operate their campground. Prior to the adoption of such a bylaw, Council is first requesting 

comments from current campground owners and operators.  

 

As part of the operation of your campground, the following items shall be adhered to:      

 

BYLAW P-100, COMMUNITY STANDARDS – NOISE & AIR QUALITY CONTROL 

The Community Standards Bylaw has regulations that address excess noise and air quality, both of 

which are issues mentioned by residents living near existing campgrounds. Any noise that disturbs 

the peace and tranquility of an area is considered in violation of the Bylaw, including the playing of 

loud music, fighting, shouting, or swearing, or the improper use of a motor vehicle which would 

include the use of a recreational vehicle.  

 

Also controlled by the Community Standards Bylaw is air quality. Dust and other air borne matter, 

such as smoke, is controlled by the Bylaw. Therefore, campground operators should ensure that all 

fire pits are in good working order and that wood fuel provided to campers is of good quality and is 

not green or wet. Campfires should not be permitted to smolder, which may create smoke issues for 

neighbouring residential uses. In order to control dust, any of the campground roadways and 

campsites should be treated to keep the dust from dispersing to neighbouring lands.  

 



 

BYLAW IO-400, SOLID WASTE RESOURCE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL  

Waste management is an issue in some campgrounds, with the biggest issues including campers not 

sorting their waste materials, improper sorting, and wildlife attraction. Campground operators are 

required to ensure that all waste materials meet provincial regulations. In addition, in accordance 

with the Municipal Solid Waste Resource Collection and Disposal Bylaw, campground operators must 

provide the option to sort waste and that the waste containers are easily accessible and are large 

enough to accommodate waste from all of the occupants of the campground. Waste produced by a 

campground must be disposed of at the East Hants Waste Management Centre so that the 

campground is maintained in a neat and sanitary condition.  

 

PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY 

Campgrounds that provide water for human consumption, such as drinking, bathing, showering, 

oral hygiene, cooking, food preparation or dishwashing are considered to have a Public Drinking 

Water Supply.  Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change has requirements for Public Drinking 

Water Supply, such as water quality testing, that must be adhered to.  

 

WASTE WATER 

In addition to water, septic and grey water disposal is also regulated by the province, and all on-site 

septic systems must comply with Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change regulations. If 

complaints about the proper management of grey water and septic waste is received by the 

Municipality, Municipal staff will contact Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change to ensure 

that the on-site system is appropriate for the campground use and the number of campground spots.  

 

PROPOSED CAMPGROUND LICENSING BYLAW 

Previous to 2019, campgrounds were licensed by the Province under the Tourist Accommodations 

Act. That Act was repealed in 2019 and replaced with the Tourist Accommodation Registration Act, 

which only applies to “roofed accommodations” like cabins and cottages. Therefore, Tourism Nova 

Scotia does not have regulations pertaining to campgrounds. As a result, the Municipality of East 

Hants is considering the creation of a Campground Licensing Bylaw that would regulate campgrounds 

operating in East Hants. Some of the items that may be considered as part of such a bylaw include 

the following:  

- Time frames for the operation of the campground season.  

- Site plan and utility layout.  

- Application fee.  

- Requirements for washroom, laundry, garbage disposal facilities and recreational areas.  



 

- Requirements for management of the campground.  

- Requirement for a stormwater management plan. 

- Ability to suspend or revoke a campground license.  

- Yearly renewal of license.  

- Approval for water, sewage, and waste disposal.  

 

As part of the creation of the proposed Campground Licensing Bylaw, Council is requesting feedback 

from current campground owners and operators. All comments may be emailed to 

planning@easthants.ca or mailed to Box 230, Suite 170, 15 Commerce Court, Elmsdale, NS B2S 3K5. 

Please respond by April 19, 2022 to ensure your comments are included for consideration. For 

further information, a background staff report related to the proposed Campground Licensing Bylaw 

can be found on the following webpage at easthants.ca/planning-advisory-committee.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

John Woodford,  

Director of Planning and Development  


