
Amy, 
I’ve attached the Earthkeepers financial statements for 2020 and 2021 as you requested. The operation 
of the Earthkeepers results in approximately $41,000/yr. in wages to youth in our community. Of this 
approximately 25% comes from gov’t. grants. The remainder comes from paying customers. The 
combination of both covers the payroll expense. All of the equipment repairs & replacements, 
transportation expenses, utilities and general administrative expenses are covered by the rent 
generated by the trainstation. Without the rental income from the trainstation the Earthkeepers would 
not be able to continue. The need for this was apparent to the early Board of the Earthkeepers who 
devoted time and money to rehabilitate the historic trainstation. They did this on the written 
understanding with the municipality that the building would be sold to them once the renovations were 
complete. Obviously that didn’t happen and the Earthkeepers have been leasing the building from the 
municipality since 2008. 
With the actions taken by the municipality in 2018 related to the transfer of the CNR land lease to the 
municipality our building lease was granted a 2yr. extension which expires in July’22. Our subtenant, 
Elmwood Childcare, had a lease with us which was to expire in June’20. In May/June of 2020 Covid had 
the majority of the province either on lockdown or working from home and the daycare was closed. Not 
knowing if the daycare would be able to reopen we entered a verbal holdover agreement with Elmsdale 
Childcare. That agreement holds to this day. We have been informed by our tenant that with the 
provincial and federal announcements last week they may have to change their structure and that they 
can’t increase their rates for daycare. Both the Earthkeepers and Elmwood Daycare require that their 
tenancy situations be stabilized. 
I also point out: 
The Earthkeepers since their inception, have provided many East Hants residents with limited physical 
and financial means, assistance with the upkeep of their properties, with flexible billings and  volunteer 
hours. 
Hundreds of East Hants youth have been provided the opportunity to learn and experience their first job 
or develop entrepreneurial skills.  
By being centrally located at the train station, Earthkeepers has provided youth easy access to a location 
where travel and job scheduling are arranged.  
Participation and visibility with the community program has added a sense of pride in their community 
for the youth of East Hants. 
In your email you indicated that our letter to Council requesting a lease extension has resulted in a 
directive to staff to prepare a report to a Committee prior to the matter being sent back to Council. 
Please let us know which committee of Council the report will be going to and when. The Earthkeepers 
would like the opportunity to present their case to the committee. We would appreciate having input as 
this is of vital importance to our continued efforts to provide employment opportunities to the youth in 
our community. 
 
Yours Truly, 

 
 
 
Tom Mills, Director (Building Maintenance) 
Enfield Earthkeepers 


