
Melvin Lake 
Wind
ABO Wind Canada and Community Wind 
are proposing this 100-megawatt project in response 
to Nova Scotia’s recent renewable Rate Based 
Procurement Program
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Why we need more wind power

The Government of Nova Scotia has introduced legislation that requires 
80 per cent of electricity to be supplied by renewable energy by 2030 –
and phasing out the use of coal over the next 8 years.

The province has asked renewable energy companies to propose projects 
to supply low-carbon energy. This spring, companies will bid into a 
competitive request for proposals (RFP) process through the Rate Based 
Procurement Program. 

The program intends to buy low-cost electricity from wind farms. In addition to 
supporting Nova Scotia's goals to fight climate change, this procurement will 
encourage investment and create jobs. See https://novascotiarbp.com

https://novascotiarbp.com/
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Development Partners

Community Wind Farms Inc., works with local, national and international partners 
to help communities develop renewable energy. Established in Halifax in 2011, the 
company works to develop our excellent wind resources for the benefit of local 
landowners and communities, and to bring stability to electricity consumers. The team 
has decades of experience building wind farms with First Nations, municipalities, and 
local community groups – including the 10 MW Pockwock Lake Wind Project 
commissioned in 2014 through the COMFIT Program.

ABO Wind is a renewable energy company developing projects in 16 countries, with 
more than 900 employees and a growing team in Canada. Founded in Germany in 
1996, the company is one of Europe’s leading developers with over 3,600 MW of 
developed capacity. It is currently working on developing new projects with a total 
capacity of about 15 gigawatts, more than the capacity of four average nuclear power 
plants. ABO Wind Canada Ltd., established in 2017, is developing projects in Alberta, 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Saskatchewan. 
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Melvin Lake Wind
Where is the Project?
§ Project site is on approximately 3,600 hectares of 

Crown land and private land, west of Pockwock Lake
§ Project area is split between HRM (8 turbines, 

approx. 45 MW) and East Hants (10 turbines, 
approx. 55 MW)

§ All turbines will be outside protected areas

How large is the Project?
§ 18 wind turbines
§ 100 MW of power – enough electricity for 

more than 28,000 homes

Is it close to homes? 
Closest homes are approximately 1800 metres from 
any turbines
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Proposed Schedule

Activity 2022 2023 2024 2025

Community 
Consultations

RFP Submission/ 
Decision

Environmental 
Studies

Engineering 

Construction
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§ Tax revenue for HRM and East Hants
§ Short-term and long-term jobs and contracts in site 

clearing, road building, electrical, construction and 
concrete work, and ongoing maintenance

§ Revenue to local businesses during construction, 
for accommodations, restaurants and catering, and 
other services

§ Benefit funds for local communities
§ Revenue to local landowners from leases signed 

with the developer

How the community benefits
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Project Consultation

Open House in Upper Hammonds Plains, Sept. 2021 –
incorporated feedback to reduce development area, avoid 
protected areas, increase setbacks, modify transmission line route 
to avoid proposed Island Lake Wilderness Area

First Nations – discussions with Assembly of Mi’kmaq Chiefs, 
Acadia First Nation and Sipekne’katik First Nation

Community groups - Upper Hammonds Plains Community 
Development Association, St. Margaret’s Bay Stewardship 
Association

Department of Environment and Climate Change – completed 
preliminary desktop environmental analysis, planning field studies 
for 2022

Department of Natural Resources and Renewables – confirmed 
setbacks from protected areas
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Project Consultation

§ Consultation will continue through the life of the Project with 
stakeholders and First Nations. Currently, we are in the planning 
stage. There will be ample opportunity for stakeholders and 
First Nations to ask questions, make comments and provide input 
during the Project design and environmental assessment stage. 

§ We will continue to provide Project updates and correspond on a 
timely basis, through our website, open houses, mail-outs, personal 
meetings and expanded communication channels. Our objective is 
to facilitate open, honest and respectful discussion with all those 
interested in the Project. 
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Website and Contact

Bill MacLean, 
President , Community Wind Farms Inc. 
+1 (902) 222 9810
bill@communitywind.ca

Much more information is available on the website, including FAQs, 
visual simulations, maps and other information. See www.melvinlakewind.ca .
Please keep checking back for updates.

If you have any questions, please contact Bill directly. If residents have 
any questions, they can contact Bill, or send a note through the website. 
The Project Team will answer any questions or concerns.  

Thank you for taking the time to hear about this exciting renewable 
energy project. 

mailto:bill@communitywind.ca
http://www.melvinlakewind.ca/

