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Summary 
 
Issues have been identified within the future planned area concerning poultry crossing property lines and 

causing nuisance. At the Regular Meeting of Council on May 26, 2021, a motion was passed that Council discuss 

potential changes to Bylaws and provisions around guinea hens and other fowl at a future Executive Committee 

Meeting. At this point no direction has been given to staff to start proposing or preparing amendments to deal 

with this issue. This background paper discusses current poultry keeping restrictions in the Municipality of East 

Hants, and possibilities for adopting these policies throughout the Municipality. 

 

Financial Impact Statement 
There is no immediate financial impact from the recommendations in this report.  

 

Recommendation 
That Council incorporate potential changes to Bylaws and provisions around guinea hens and other fowl for the 

Future Planned Area of East Hants into the current Plan update. 

 

 

Recommended Motion 
Planning Advisory Committee recommend that Council:  

• Include the adoption of existing policies on keeping guinea hen and other fowl as part of the 
ongoing plan update so that these regulations are incorporated into the new Municipal Planning 
Strategy and Land Use Bylaw for the Future Planned Area of the Municipality of East Hants.                            

 
      

Alternative Motion 
Planning Advisory Committee recommend that Council:  

• direct staff to begin the process of amending the Municipal Planning Strategy and Land Use Bylaw 
to permit policies on keeping guinea hen and other fowl to be adopted in the Future Planned Area 
as a stand-alone process. 

                            
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                               
 

Background 
 

Keeping of poultry is regulated in the planned area of the Municipality of East Hants through the General 

Provisions of the Land Use Bylaw. These restrictions are not specific to a zone, and apply to all one- or two-

unit dwellings where the policies of the Municipal Planning Strategy and Land Use Bylaw apply. The applicable 

regulation in the Land Use Bylaw is: 

 

3.41 Keeping of Poultry 

The occupants of a single unit dwelling or a two-unit dwelling shall be permitted to keep poultry 

for their personal use, provided the following conditions are met. a) Poultry shall be contained on 

the property by fence, or other method, and shall not be permitted to roam onto neighbouring 

properties or onto roads. 

 

The East Hants Land Use Bylaw was amended to include the regulation on keeping of poultry in the 

comprehensive planning area in March 2018 after extensive consultation and input from Council. In the drafting 

of this regulation, staff engaged with the Agricultural Advisory Committee and their input was incorporated 

into the final regulation. Part 3.41 of the Land Use Bylaw covers the issue of poultry crossing property 

boundaries, so addressing the current concernscould be dealt with by extending this regulation which is already 

developed to the Future Planned Area. 

 

The current East Hants Municipal Planning Strategy provides comprehensive regulatory planning for the 

Municipality of East Hants, with the exception of the Wind Energy Area (referred to hereafter as the Future 

Planned Area), which did not adopt formal planning and zoning except for regulations regarding wind energy 

and large special scale events. The applicable policy in the Municipal Planning Strategy is: 

 

AR40. Council shall establish the Wind Energy (WE) future land use designation with the intention 

of regulating and encouraging wind energy development and largescale special events. No other 

policy or provisions of the Municipal Planning Strategy or the implementing Land Use Bylaw, other 

than policy MPS-2 Public Participation, shall apply to Wind Energy (WE) designated lands. 

 

Policy Analysis 
 

Municipal Planning Strategy 

Making changes to the Bylaws and provisions around guinea hens and other fowl for the Future Planned Area 

requires an amendment to the Municipal Planning Strategy, as these changes are outside of the scope of Policy 

AR40. The process for amending the East Hants Municipal Planning Strategy is covered in section CE18, which 

requires that any amendment follow consultation requirements for Land Use Bylaw amendments, and that the 

Planning Advisory Committee conduct at minimum one public information and input meeting on the proposed 

amendments prior to Council holding a public hearing. Due to the lack of existing zoning in the Future Planned 

Area, any policy which would be extended to the Future Planned Area regarding the keeping of poultry would 

apply to the entire Future Planned Area, regardless of lot size or residences. If Council chooses to proceed with 

adopting a policy to regulate the keeping of poultry in the future planned area as a stand-alone issue, these 

public participation requirements would need to be met. 

 

Plan update 

Under the recent provincial Minimum Planning Requirements Regulations, municipalities in Nova Scotia are 

required to have Municipal Planning Strategies and Land Use-Bylaws for areas which had limited scope plans. 

Therefore, the Future Planned Area will receive comprehensive zoning and planning as part of the plan update 

which is currently in progress. Rather than begin a separate process to amend the existing Municipal Planning 



Strategy, Council could choose to incorporate the desired regulations on poultry into the MPS for the future 

planned area. Required public participation for poultry policies could be incorporated into public consultation 

which must be done for the plan update. This course of action would have the benefit of taking advantage of 

the plan update which is already underway, rather than diverting staff resources for a stand-alone issue. It 

might also be a preferred use of both staff and constituents time, as any new policies will have to be revisited 

with the public as part of the Plan Update, regardless of whether they are implemented sooner. 

 

 
 

Conclusion 
Staff believe that incorporating poultry keeping regulations  into the current Plan update is the most prudent 

course of action, as it will maximize efficiency and staff resources rather than beginning an adjacent process 

for a stand-alone issue.  

 

However, staff understand that Council may wish to deal with this issue more expeditiously, and pursue 

amendments to the Municipal Planning Strategy and Land Use Bylaw now in order to have regulations on 

poultry-keeping come into effect in the Future Planned Area as soon as possible.  

 

 

Recommendation 
That Council incorporate potential changes to Bylaws and provisions around guinea hens and other fowl for the 

Future Planned Area of East Hants into the current Plan update. 

 

 


