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The Rural & Fundy Shore Plan section of 
the Municipal Planning Strategy relates 
to the northern and central area of the 
Municipality which is not covered with 
comprehensive planning policy and 
regulations.  

Council have decided at this time that 
this area is to remain largely unzoned 
except for regulations relating to Wind 
Energy and Large Scale Special Events. 
The Municipal Planning Strategy includes 
policies dealing with the future planning 
of the non-comprehensively planned 
area of the Municipality and this section 
pulls together those policies and 
directions along with additional policies 
on opportunities and issues not already 
covered such as shoreline erosion.

Like most of rural Nova Scotia, the 
population of this rural and fundy shore 
area, covered by this section, is declining 
which is highlighted in the population 
projections in the 2012 Socio-Economic 
Study. Planning for the future of this 
area as a result of the population decline 
will be different than planning for the 
future of East Hants’ urban areas where 
population is increasing faster than the 
Nova Scotia average.

Community Input
Through the Plan Review process Council has 
sought input from communities throughout 
the Municipality. Consultation events included 
visioning workshops held in June 2014, a 
community plan review goals survey in July 
2014 and community design workshops held in 
8 communities in October and November 2014. 
Specific consultation was held with residents 
in the rural central and shore area of the 
Municipality to seek comments from residents, 
property and business owners in the area of the 
Municipality which would not be covered with 
comprehensive planning policy and regulations.

A common theme with residents in all 
communities was that many residents enjoy 
living in East Hants and enjoy the pace of life. 
The natural beauty of the Municipality was an 
important asset in the rural areas and included 
wanting more opportunities to experience 
this natural beauty which included Burntcoat, 
Shubenacadie River access and the Cobequid 
Bay. Access to services and infrastructure such 
as public bathrooms and a bicycle lane along 
the Fundy Shore are examples of facilities that 
residents showed support for. Residents also 
identified that there should be more Municipal 
support for heritage buildings, strategic signage 
and the development of Burntcoat and the 
Fundy Shore. 

Future Planning for the Rural and 
Fundy Shore Area
The rural and fundy shore area will remain 
unzoned, except for regulations relating to Wind 
Energy and Large Scale Special Events. Despite 
there being few regulations, this area would still 
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benefit from identifying the opportunities and 
issues. An infographic map has been included to 
identify these opportunities and issues.

Agriculture
In the Rural and Agricultural Land section of the 
Municipal Planning Strategy, policies have been 
included to set out that Council shall recognize 
the importance of good agricultural soils to the 
entire Municipality and Council recognizes that 
agriculture needs to be sustained in all parts of 
the Municipality for future use. 

Within the Municipality, the highest quality soils 
are Class 2 and the majority of the Class 2 soils 
located in East Hants are within the northern 
Fundy Shore area of the Municipality. A map 
has been included in the Municipal Planning 
Strategy to detail the quality of soils in the Rural 
and Fundy Shore area of the Municipality.  

Tourism
East Hants, and in particular the Rural and 
Shore Area of the Municipality, is blessed with 
many natural and built tourism assets including 
the Walton lighthouse, Maitland, Kennetcook 
and many others. The Municipality also has 
some unique world class attractions including 
Burntcoat and the Bay of Fundy experience 
which includes the Fundy Tidal Interpretive 
Centre in South Maitland. 

Burntcoat Head Park is currently a Municipal 
priority in developing the infrastructure and 
services at this site which highlights the 
importance of the Fundy Shore to the tourism 
industry in East Hants. The Heritage and Tourism 
section provides a policy for a Tourism and 
Place Marketing Strategy to identify tourism 
opportunities and guide the development and 
management of the tourism industry in East 
Hants. The development of a Tourism Strategy 
or Plan will assist Council in deciding where to 
target their efforts towards tourism in the future. 

Heritage
Along with individually registered heritage 
properties, the Rural and Fundy Shore area 
has Maitland which was the 1st Heritage 
Conservation District in Nova Scotia. It remains 
an important heritage asset but also has the 
potential to become an important tourism asset.

Municipal Projects & Studies relating to heritage 
have been identified in the Municipal Planning 
Strategy in the Part E ‘Realizing the Plan’. 

Coastal Zone Management
The Fundy coastline offers many recreational 
and tourism opportunities. To take advantage 
of these opportunities, public access to the 
shoreline should be planned. Evidence of 
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Council’s commitment to public access to 
the Bay of Fundy Shoreline can be found at 
Burntcoat Head Park where the Municipality is 
working on developing a world class attraction. 
Global sea levels are rising. There are 3 major 
negative impacts to the shoreline of East Hants 
due to a rising sea level. Shoreline erosion, 
coastal flooding, and salt water intrusion 

are important issues impacting the coastal 
population of East Hants; setting back buildings 
from the shoreline will help to mitigate against 
these negative impacts. 

Property owners wanting to build alongside 
the shoreline should consider an appropriate 
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setback to protect against shoreline erosion, 
coastal flooding and salt water intrusion. In the 
list of Municipal Projects and Studies identified 
in this MPS, Council has identified the need 
to study in more detail the impacts from 
shoreline erosion, coastal flooding and salt 
water intrusion. This study will also investigate 
recommendations to mitigate these impacts.

• Class 2 - Moderate Limitations; moderate 
conservation practices required Soil 
Agricultural Suitability

• Class 3 - Moderately Severe Limitations; 
range of crops restricted or speical 
conservation practices required

• Class 4 - Severe Limitations

• Class 5 - Forage Crops - Improvement 
practices feasible 

• Class 6 - Forage Crops - Improvement 
practices not feasible 

• Class 7 - No Capability for arable culture or 
permanent pasture

• O - Organic Soil

• W - Water

Soil Assets

Policy Amendment Date Description


