
WATERCOURSE GREENBELT (WG) ZONE
The Watercourse Greenbelt (WG) 
Designation and Zone were established 
by East Hants Council to protect the 
vegetative riparian buffers along rivers. 

The area around a watercourse, known
as a riparian zone, plays an important role
in maintaining the natural health of the
watercourse. The land next to a 
watercourse is among the most diverse 
ecosystems and supports a wide variety 

of habitats and provides many functions. 
Removal of the natural vegetation in this 
area disrupts the delicate balance of the 
ecosystem and removes a natural defense 
mechanism of the watercourse.

A vegetated riparian buffer, or greenbelt, 
filters contaminants, moderates water 
temperature, controls sedimentation and 
erosion, provides valuable nutrients to the 
watercourse, and provides an essential 

wildlife and aquatic habitat. A riparian 
buffer can also provide a number of 
recreational opportunities and open space 
value for the Municipality. In addition to 
these benefits, a buffer or setback from a
watercourse offers protection to buildings 
from flooding. This is particularly 
important in areas not currently covered 
by floodplain mapping.

 

PURPOSE OF THE WG DESIGNATION WG ZONE RESTRICTIONS ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY

East Hants Council recognizes the beneficial nature 
of maintaining vegetated riparian buffers around 
watercourses. Council is committed to establishing 
greenbelts to protect and enhance water quality, to 
control sedimentation and erosion, protect properties 
from flooding, and to maintain East Hants’ rural 
character. 

As part of the Community Plan Update, Council 
has established the Watercourse Greenbelt (WG) 
Designation and Zone around major rivers in the future 
portion of East Hants including but not limited to: 

• Walton River
• Tennycape River/West Tennycape River 
• Noel River
• East Noel River
• Shubenacadie River (portion of)
• Kennetcook River
• Five Mile River
• Herbert River

The Watercourse Greenbelt (WG) Zone has been 
applied to rivers where there is no floodplain mapping 
available. The zone extends landwards 30 m from the 
banks of the river. Within this buffer, no permanent 
structures shall be permitted, unless the structure is 
accessory (sheds, pools, decks) to the lawfully existing 
main use of the property.

Accessory structures are only permitted in the WG 
Zone through the site plan approval process. 

To permit the control and management of subsurface 
and surface runoff, sedimentation and erosion lands 
within the WG Zone shall be maintained with existing 
vegetation. Where it is not practicable to maintain 
existing vegetation, a landscaped buffer shall be 
substituted. An environmental study completed by a 
qualified professional must demonstrate the ability of 
the buffer to provide for sedimentation and erosion 
control and management of subsurface and surface 
runoff.

Other than for the permitted uses in this section, 
placing of fill or significant alteration of topography 
shall not be permitted in the (WG) Zone unless:

1. An environmental study in conformance with the 
format in Appendix D has been conducted and 
clearly shows that there will be no increase in flood 
elevation affecting other lands or areas, and no 
impairment of flood flows, flood water storage or 
ice passage, and no constriction likely to cause ice 
jamming that will deleteriously affect development 
on adjacent properties.

2. Significant alteration of topography means cutting 
or filling of more than 10% of the lot area zoned 
WG or in excess of 93 m2 of WG zoned land 
area, whichever is more stringent. Non-structural 
agriculture and gardening, and accessory recreation 
uses, road and utility construction and impoundment 
for fire fighting purposes are not subject to this 
requirement. 

Example of WG Zoning


