
RURAL USE NORTH (RU-2) ZONE
The Rural Use North Designation and Zone 
refer to the northern and central areas of 
East Hants. New land uses in these areas 
should continue to allow residents to enjoy 
the natural beauty of the rural landscape 
and the Fundy shore, while embracing 
land uses that promote rural industries 

such as farming and forestry, and creating 
opportunities for tourism activities. 
New land use policies are intended to 
protect the existing rural landscape while 
minimizing potential conflicts between 
different types of land uses. 

Council’s goal for the Rural Use North 
Designation is to establish a designation 
that protects rural land use activities and 
supports tourism pursuits.  

RESIDENTIAL REGULATIONS COMMERCIAL REGULATIONS OTHER POLICIES & REGULATIONS

A wide variety of residential development will be 
permitted in the new Rural Use North (RU-2) Zone, 
including: 

• Single unit dwellings
• Two unit dwellings
• Mini-homes 
• Accessory dwelling units
• Tiny homes on wheels
• Multiple unit buildings up to a maximum of 12 

dwelling units
• Cluster townhouse developments up to a maximum 

of 12 dwelling units

For residents wishing to construct multiple unit 
developments or cluster townhouse developments 
over 12 dwelling units, Council will consider by 
development agreement planning applications 
between 12 and a maximum of 24 dwelling units.

Council has authorized staff to create regulations to 
permit recreational vehicles in the Rural Use North 
(RU-2) Zone as seasonal and permanent use, in 
accordance with the following provisions: 

• For lots up to a maximum of 1.5 acres (6,070 m2) of 1 
RV shall be permitted per lot. 

• For lots greater than 1.5 acres (6,070 m2) a maximum 
of 3 RVs shall be permitted per lot. 

• Property owners wishing to locate more than 3 RVs 
per lot shall be required to apply for a development 
permit for a campground. 

A development permit is not required for the use of an 
RV although all requirements of the Land Use Bylaw 
shall be adhered to. 

Commercial land uses permitted in the Rural Use 
North (RU-2) Zone will be very similar to those already 
permitted in the Rural Use (RU) Zone. These uses 
include but are not limited to: 
• Animal Hospitals & Veterinary Offices
• Couriers & Messengers
• Daycares
• Fabrication and Repair of Farm and Forestry 

Equipment
• Forestry Uses and Structures
• Funeral Services
• Office and Professional Services
• Personal Care Services
• Repair and Maintenance
• Restaurant, Full and Limited Service
• Retail and Rental Stores
• Tradesperson and Craftsperson Businesses and 

Offices
• Wind turbines
• Agricultural Uses

Not all commercial land uses will be permitted as-
of-right, some uses that may have a greater impact 
on the surrounding community are proposed to be 
considered by development agreement. These uses 
include but are not limited to: 
• Explosives storage
• Chemical treatment of lumber
• Vehicle race tracks and amusement parks
• Any industrial development engaged in the 

production, wholesale storage, or distribution of 
dangerous goods. 

• Salvage yards

Home-based businesses shall also be permitted as part 
of residential development.

Agricultural land uses currently permitted in the 
Agricultural Reserve (AR) Zone will also be permitted 
in the Rural Use North (RU-2) Zone. 

A new use, Accommodations, General, is proposed to 
be added to the Rural Use (RU) Zone and the Rural 
Use North (RU-2) Zone. The proposed amendment 
will allow for resorts and hotels to be constructed 
in these zones. Property owners will be permitted 
to build up to a maximum of 12 units as-of-right and 
anything above 12 units would only be considered by 
development agreement. 

 


