
OTHER PLAN UPDATE CHANGES
Along with the creation of the land use 
policies and regulations for the future 
planned portion of the Municipality, 
East Hants Council has also proposed 
amendments to the comprehensive 
planned portion of the Municipality. In 
general, most of the changes are house 
keeping or minor in nature; however, there 
are some other changes that are more 
significant and these have been outlined 
on this poster. 

The Official Community Plan is a living 
document that is consistently under review 
and subject to changes and improvements. 
Input from the public on the proposed 
changes occurs as part of updates to the 
planning documents or as part of stand-
alone projects. 

An uncertain environment due to climate 
change, technological advancements, 
and built environment improvements has 

meant that Council has had to address 
land use issues in an ever-changing 
world. As the world continues to change 
East Hants Planning documents will be 
amended to address those changes.
  

OUTDOOR AMENITY SPACE CHANGES SHUBENACADIE VC ZONE PARKING CAMPGROUNDS

East Hants has seen an increased demand for 
apartment buildings and townhouse developments. 
Due to a change in the East Hants built form, East 
Hants Council is considering amendments that would 
improve amenity space available to residents living in 
this style of development. 

The current requirements for outdoor common 
amenity space are basic, which has not led to good 
design and integration of these outdoor spaces into 
the development. Therefore, Council is considering the 
following changes to the amenity space requirements 
for multiple unit buildings:

• Shall be available to all residents of the development, 
including being barrier free;

• Shall have no dimension less than 6.0 m and no 
slope greater than 5%;

• Be designed and located so that the length does not 
exceed 4 times the width;

• Shall have access to sunlight and shade;
• Seating shall be provided;
• Walkways from the main entrance of the building(s) 

to the outdoor amenity space shall be provided;
• A landscape plan shall be prepared for approval by 

the Development Officer;
• Shall be located a minimum of 5 m from adjoining 

residential uses;
• Outdoor common amenity space may be located on 

a rooftop terrace where the outside perimeter of the 
terrace is located a minimum of 3 m from the edge 
of the building; and

• For larger developments consisting of multiple 
buildings, one central common outdoor amenity 
space may be designed for the use of all residents.

Many of the buildings in the Shubenacadie Village 
Core are older mercantile buildings constructed 
in the early 20th century and form an important 
part of the character of the community. East Hants 
Council sees an opportunity to protect the buildings 
on smaller lots by taking a different approach to 
parking than in the other village cores. Parking has 
been an issue in many proposed developments in 
East Hants. In Shubenacadie there is a large parcel 
of municipal land in the village centre which could 
provide an opportunity to provide parking for people 
visiting, living in or working in the village and enabling 
properties with existing small lots to be developed 
creating economic opportunities and also enabling 
existing buildings to be retained.

As a result of Council’s review of the current parking 
situation in Shubenacadie, Council has authorized staff 
to include an item in the draft 2023/24 budget for the 
design and layout of parking on the property identified 
as PID 45330214 (Municipally owned lands).

In addition, Council is also considering amendments 
to the Land Use Bylaw to change the way that 
parking is considered in the Village Core (VC) Zone in 
Shubenacadie.

New regulations are also proposed for new 
campgrounds or campground expansions. Site plan 
approval will be required for each application and shall 
comply with the following:
• The minimum lot size of a campground shall be 2 

hectares and the minimum lot frontage shall be 30 
m. 

• Where a neighbouring land use is residential and 
within 250 m of the campground, the campground 
shall be buffered with fencing, opaque vegetative 
strips (or existing substantive vegetation), or berms 
to minimize the transmission of noise. 

• Fires are only permitted in fire pits, barbeque’s, 
wood burning stoves and appliances.

• All elements, including parking, camp sites, public 
gathering areas, loading areas, and outdoor storage 
shall be setback 12 m from the side and rear lot 
boundaries. 

• Refuse shall be enclosed and concealed. 
• The campground shall not create undue traffic or 

pedestrian hazards, traffic and pedestrian circulation 
shall be clearly marked. 

• A single unit dwelling shall be permitted as an 
accessory use for the residence of the owner or 
operator of the campground.


