
MILFORD GROUNDWATER (MGW) ZONE
The community of Milford is identified as 
an area where residential and commercial 
growth is encouraged.  Milford has 
municipal piped wastewater services 
although the community is not serviced by 
municipal water.  Council commissioned a 
groundwater study for the Milford Growth 
Management Area which was completed 
in March 2021 by earth-water Concepts 
inc.  This study identified that as the 
community receives more development 

there is the potential for impacts of well 
interference to existing well users in the 
area.  

East Hants Council supports the 
implementation of policies and regulations 
that reinforce the findings of the study. 
Council’s goal of the new provisions are to 
permit the community of Milford to grow 
while considering the impacts of new well 
drilling on existing residents. 

A community meeting which presented 
the findings of the study was held in 
Milford in June 2022.

 

KEY FINDINGS OF THE STUDY MGW ZONE REGULATIONS

Supply: 
Results of the study suggest there is enough 
groundwater recharge and water storage to 
theoretically support a 40% increase in the number 
of water users by the year 2040 in Milford. Estimates 
of the immediate Milford GMA region suggest that 
there should be adequate source water replenishment 
from recharge to sustainably support a conservative 
estimate of around 560 homes, up to a more liberal 
estimate of 1900 homes. The desktop calculations 
showed sufficient water storage in surface water and 
bedrock to support several decades of drought.

Well Interference:
There are currently 375 wells within the Milford GMA, 
374 of which are drilled into bedrock. Most have been 
drilled to a relatively shallow average depth, perhaps 
as a result of high yields encountered while drilling. 
Continued pumping of these wells over time may 
have lowered the water table generally, which may 
explain concerns over water quantity by residents of 
Milford. These stresses may be exacerbated by well 
interference.

Although the overall supply of groundwater in Milford 
is plentiful, well interference (the cumulative pumping 
effects from all wells which can lower groundwater 
and water table levels) is likely to be an issue in 
moving forward with greater development in the 
Milford GMA. There is a potential for well interference 
in any community or subdivision with many closely 
spaced wells

Quality: 
Much of the existing data on well water within the 
Milford GMA suggests that well water in this area tends 
to be moderately to very hard. Water may also have 
elevated iron and/or manganese, which can cause a 
bad taste in drinking water. There is limited existing 
water quality results for wells within the Milford GMA, 
but the study assessment suggests a water softener 
may be adequate to treat most household needs 
for wells that produce hard water with some iron or 
manganese.

Land use policies and regulations are proposed 
which enable Council to consider the impacts of well-
interference.

Permitted uses shall include all uses permitted in the 
underlying zones with the following exceptions: 

1. Consider the following developments through a 
development agreement application:

 
a. Subdivisions where more than four residential lots 

are to be created; 

b. Over four residential units on a property; or

c. Water intensive commercial uses – ‘use of water 
as part of a product, service or process and shall 
include but not be limited to food processing 
plants, car washes, and garden centres.’

2. With the development agreement application, 
the impact of well interference will be considered 
through the submission of a professional 
hydrogeological study.


