
LAKESHORE RESIDENTIAL (LR) ZONE
Rural areas of East Hants have been 
attractive for residential subdivision 
development and cottage development 
for many years. In response to the 
development pressures around lakes, East 
Hants Council adopted the Lakeshore 
Residential (LR) Designation and Zone as 
part of the 2016 Official Community Plan 
review. 

As part of the current Plan Update, East 

Hants Council is also considering the 
adoption of the LR Designation and Zone 
around lakes in the future planned portion 
of the Municipality.  

The goal of the LR Zone is to enable low 
density residential development on lands 
surrounding lakes while protecting the 
sensitive riparian environment.

As part of the Plan Update, Council are 

also proposing minor changes to the LR 
Zone, on how lake shores are accessed 
and in regards to the development of boat 
houses. 

PURPOSE OF THE LR DESIGNATION LR ZONE REGULATIONS BOATHOUSES & SHORELINES

The Lakeshore Residential (LR) Zone contains 
provisions to protect and enhance the lakeshore 
environment such as additional setbacks and 
restrictions on the removal of vegetation. The LR Zone 
also permits low density residential development as 
well as ancillary uses. 

As part of the Community Plan Update, Council 
has established the Lakeshore Residential (LR) 
Designation and Zone around five lakes in the future 
planned portion of East Hants, including but not 
limited to: 

• Noel Lake
• McGrath Lake
• Valley Lake
• Wellner Lake
• Nix Lake

Established lands uses around Valley Lake that are not 
residential in nature have not been zoned Lakeshore 
Residential (LR). 

The Lakeshore Residential (LR) Zone has the same 
minimum lot standards as other rural residential zones.  
The minimum lot area is 3,720 m2 and the minimum 
required frontage is 30 m. 

Within the LR Zone, single unit dwellings, accessory 
dwelling units and homebased businesses are 
permitted. 

A 30 m setback from the high water mark is required 
for the location of all structures. The purpose of the 
setback is to protect the riparian zone around the lake 
and ultimately the health of the lake. 

In the LR Zone there are regulations in place to 
protect the lake shorelines. These regulations require 
that natural vegetation within 10 m of the  normal 
high water mark of any lake shoreline is to remain 
undisturbed except to allow for the construction 
of docks, boathouses and a maximum 1.8 m width 
walkway.  In addition, up to 35% of trees and 
underbrush may be removed to enable a filtered view 
of the lake. 

If excess vegetation is removed from the shoreline, 
property owners may be issued a summery offence 
ticket and will be required to replace the vegetation.  

Boathouses are permitted in the LR Zone. One 
boathouse with an attached and/or detached deck 
per property not exceeding a total footprint of 65 m2 
and total gross floor area of 65 m2 is permitted for the 
storage of boats, watercraft like canoes and kayaks, 
and associated marine accessories and equipment. 
The boathouse cannot be used for other uses such as 
vehicle storage or sleeping accommodations. 


