
FUNDY FLOOD RISK OVERLAY (FF) ZONE
To understand the impacts of the Bay of 
Fundy tides on the coastal area of East 
Hants, the municipality contracted The 
Nova Scotia Community College - Applied 
Geomatics Research Group (NSCC-AGRG) 
to create mapping of the Fundy shoreline 
area identifying the areas which are at risk 
from coastal erosion and coastal storm 
surge flooding.  

Coastal Flooding happens when seawater 
flows temporarily over low-lying (but 
normally dry) land that is near the coast.  
Coastal flooding typically happens as a 
result of storm surge – a temporary rise in 
sea level caused by an extreme weather 
event.  Coastal flooding during a storm 
surge can be especially damaging if it 
happens during a high tide.  Over time, as 
sea level continues to rise, coastal flooding 
caused by storm surge events will reach 

further inland.   

GOALS OF THE FF DESIGNATION PERMITTED USES FLOODPROOFING 

There is demand for development within areas at risk 
from storm surge flooding areas and it is Council’s 
intention that this development be accommodated 
in a controlled manner which protects people and 
properties from the risks of flooding.  

The FF Overlay Zone adds additional regulations to 
the underlying zone regulations.  

Permitted uses shall include all uses permitted in the 
underlying zones with the following exceptions: 

1. Residential institutions such as hospitals, senior 
citizen homes, homes for special care and similar 
facilities where flooding could pose a significant 
threat to the safety of residents if evacuation 
became necessary; and 

2. Any use associated with the warehousing or the 
production of hazardous materials. 

Floodproofing for new or new expansions to buildings 
shall include:

1. Minimum height of any finished floor elevation 
shall be at least 10.0m (CGVD2013) for new main 
buildings.  Accessory dwelling units are also subject 
to the 10.0 m minimum finished floor elevation; 

2. Existing Buildings which have a finished floor 
elevation below 10.0m (CGVD2013) may be 
expanded in accordance with the underlying zone 
provided such expansion does not further reduce the 
existing finished floor level elevation.

3. Accessory buildings which are not habitable are 
subject to the underlying zone only.

CGVD2013 – Canadian Geodetic Vertical Datum of 
2013.  This is a height reference system defined by 
the mean water level at five tide gauges in Canada.  
Yarmouth and Halifax on the Atlantic Ocean, Pointe-
au-Pere on the St. Lawrence River, and two on the 
Pacific Ocean.  

The study completed by the Applied Geomatics 
Research Group is available on the Municipal website.  
GIS data from the study is available to Surveyors or 
other professionals from the East Hants Open Data site 
or by contacting Tippy Scott, Geomatics Coordinator 
at tscott@easthants.ca

PUBLIC INFORMATION: Minimum floodproofing does 
not guarantee prevention of damage or loss in the 
event of a major flood.


