
FUNDY EROSION OVERLAY (FE) ZONE
To understand the impacts of the Bay of 
Fundy tides on the coastal area of East 
Hants, the municipality contracted The 
Nova Scotia Community College - Applied 
Geomatics Research Group (NSCC-AGRG) 
to create mapping of the Fundy shoreline 
area identifying the areas which are at 

risk from coastal erosion and coastal 
storm surge flooding.  Coastal erosion 
and flooding analysis was focused on 
79 km of coastline between Walton and 
South Maitland.  Based on the results of 
this mapping two zones are proposed for 
the land along the Fundy coastline – The 

Fundy Flood Risk (FF) Overlay Zone and 
the Fundy Erosion (FE) Overlay Zone. 

FF OVERLAY ZONE NEW PERMANENT STRUCTURES COASTAL EROSION STUDY

Coastal Erosion is the natural breakdown and removal 
of rocks and soil along the coastline.  Coastal erosion 
happens mainly as a result of wave action and the 
freeze-thaw cycle.  AGRG identified the areas at 
risk from coastal erosion by analyzing maps from 
1973 and 2013, plus lidar data from 2019.  Using the 
maps helped to understand how the coastline may 
erode over the next several years based on historical 
erosion.  Council’s goal is to protect the public and 
their properties in the Fundy Erosion (FE) Overlay by 
creating setbacks for development on land which is 
projected to be lost by the year 2100. 

1. 

In the Fundy Erosion (FE) Overlay Zone, new 
permanent structures shall not be permitted, except in 
accordance with:

a. Where existing main buildings are located within 
the Fundy Erosion (FE) Overlay Zone, accessory 
structures are permitted in accordance with the 
underlying zone regulations.  No new accessory 
structures or buildings shall be constructed closer 
to the coastline than the existing main building; 
Permitted new accessory structures shall not 
include accessory dwelling units; and  

b. Where an existing building is destroyed by fire or 
otherwise, the building shall be permitted to be 
replaced but the building cannot be closer to the 
coastline than the existing destroyed building.  

Replacement of Building Due to Coastal Erosion 

c. Where a building is destroyed or damaged by 
coastal erosion and the building cannot be located 
outside the Fundy Coastal Erosion (FE) Overlay 
Zone the building shall be permitted to be replaced 
in accordance with the underlying zone and subject 
to approval of a site plan.  Site design and layout 
shall locate the new building as far from the edge 
of the existing coastline as possible. 

If a coastal bank has been stabilized, a main 
permanent structure may be constructed in 
accordance with the underlying zone and subject to 
the approval of a site plan.  The following matters need 
to be addressed: 

a. A Coastal Erosion Study has been submitted which 
has been prepared by a qualified professional.  
The study shall demonstrate that the proposed 
new building is located outside the area which is 
projected to be lost to coastal erosion by 2100.  

b. Site design and layout shall locate the new main 
building as far from the edge of the existing 
coastline as possible.  

PUBLIC INFORMATION: The area adjacent to but 
outside the Fundy Erosion (FE) Overlay Zone does not 
guarantee that this area will not be subject to damage 
or loss of land to coastal erosion by 2100.

 


