
AGRICULTURAL RESERVE (AR) ZONE
The Agricultural Reserve (AR) Designation 
and Zone were established by East 
Hants Council as part of the 2000 East 
Hants Official Community Plan. As part 
of the establishment of the zone, active 
farmland in the comprehensive planned 
portion of the Municipality was identified 
as Agricultural Reserve (AR) and the 
permitted land uses in this zone have been 
limited to agricultural uses. 

As part of the Community Plan Update 
that is currently taking place, East Hants 
Council, on the recommendation of 
the East Hants Agricultural Advisory 
Committee, is recommending that active 
farmland in the future planned portion of 
the Municipality also be designated and 
zoned Agricultural Reserve (AR). This 
change in regulations would mean that 
all active farmland throughout East Hants 
would be regulated by the same land use 

provisions. 

East Hants Council’s goal is to ensure that 
agricultural land is protected for future 
generations.

 

PURPOSE OF THE AR DESIGNATION DEVELOPMENT RESTRICTIONS AGRI-TOURISM AND COMMERCIAL USES 

Statements of Provincial Interest regarding agricultural 
land require that Nova Scotia Municipalities include 
policies and regulations in their planning documents 
to address the importance of agricultural lands. East 
Hants has complied with the Statement of Interest for 
agricultural land by regulating active farmland through 
the implementation of the Agricultural Reserve (AR) 
Designation and Zone throughout East Hants. 

Through the extension of the AR zoning into the 
future planned area of East Hants, Council extends 
land use protection for agricultural land. Council 
has established a means to identify, protect, and 
foster the agriculture industry within the Municipality 
of East Hants and to minimize conflicts between 
agricultural operations and other land uses. Through 
the Agricultural Reserve (AR) Zone, Council has the 
intention of providing a stable environment in which 
agriculture may operate freely from urban expansion 
or rural non-farm development on the most productive 
farmland in East Hants. 

In relation to land use activities that complement 
agricultural land use, Council recognizes that agri-
tourism activities provide farm operators with the 
ability to supplement and diversify their agricultural 
income while creating economic opportunities for East 
Hants.

In order to protect farmland for future generations 
and to allow agricultural landowners to farm 
without pressure to develop their lands, Council has 
restricted residential development to only permit the 
development of farm-dwellings; including housing for 
agricultural labour. 

Part of the restrictions for residential development 
extends to nonagricultural residential uses on 
adjoining lands. In an RU or RU-2 Zone, a new dwelling 
shall be setback a minimum of 46 m from existing 
intensive livestock operations. If a neighbouring 
property owner wishes to construct a new dwelling 
closer than the 46 m they have the option of applying 
for site plan approval to reduce the setback; however, 
the applicant has to show how they intend to mitigate 
conflicts between the residential use and the intensive 
agricultural use. 

Nonagricultural uses on AR Zoned land may be 
considered by Council through the development 
agreement process. An agricultural impact study is 
required as part of the process. 

Council has adopted regulations that allow agricultural 
land owners to diversify their income from farming 
activities. Within the AR Zone, certain agri-tourism 
activities are permitted such as, but not limited to: 
• farm stays and lodging; 
• restaurants; 
• breweries; 
• distilleries & wineries (including sales and tours); and 
• retail shops related to and accessory to the 

agricultural use of the farm

The AR Zone also allows for other agricultural 
commercial uses to take place in the zone, such as but 
not limited to: 
• animal hospitals and veterinarian offices;
• agrivoltaics;
• fabrication and repair of farm and forestry 

equipment; 
• wind turbines; and
• agricultural uses related to the packing, storage, and 

treating of produce produced on the farm. 

In addition to the lists above, agricultural land owners 
are also permitted to have home-based businesses 
which include a large variety of options.


