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STAFF REPORT 
Planning and Development Department  

  

Subject: Plan Update – Agriculture 
To: CAO for Planning Advisory Committee, June 21, 2022 

Date Prepared: June 15, 2022 

Related Motions: PAC21(14), PAC21(5), PAC21(6), C21(23), C21(24), PAC21(26) 

Prepared by: Debbie Uloth, Project Planner 

Approved by: John Woodford, Director of Planning and Development 

 

Summary 
As part of the ongoing plan update, Planning staff are preparing background papers to discuss and propose 

approaches to different land use issues within the Municipality. As part of the Plan Update, the Agricultural 

Advisory Committee (AAC) has been meeting to discuss agricultural land use regulation in the future planned 

area. As a result, the AAC are proposing several recommendations to Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) on 

agricultural land use. Staff have prepared a report on behalf of the AAC presenting all of the recommendations 

to PAC.  

 

 

Financial Impact Statement 
The Community Plan Update has been budgeted for in 2021/2022 Municipal Budget. 

 

 

Recommendation 
Recommendations from AAC are included in the report titled “Agricultural Land and the Future Planned Area”.  

 

 

Recommended Motion  
Recommendations from AAC are included in the report titled “Agricultural Land and the Future Planned Area”. 
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Background 
Planning staff have prepared a report on behalf of the AAC, Agricultural Land and the Future Planned Area, 

that has been provided to PAC members for their review. The AAC developed an approach to agricultural land 

protection over the course of the past year. In general, their approach is to continue with the current method 

of identifying and regulating agricultural land as has taken place in the comprehensive planned portion of the 

Municipality. The AAC also recognized that the Future Planned Area has expanses of Class 2 soils, the best 

agriculturally productive soils in Nova Scotia, and that these soils should be protected for future generations of 

farmers. In order to help protect Class 2 soils, the committee has proposed a new land use designation, zone, 

and a land use policy direction. Planning staff are in agreement with the approach that the AAC has taken.  

 

At their June 14, 2022 meeting of AAC, committee members voted to approve the report and to recommend 

that the recommendations identified in the report be approved by Council.  

 

On the motion of Beth Densmore and Ed Versteeg:  

 
Moved that the Agricultural Advisory Committee approve the Agricultural Advisory Committee report to 
Planning Advisory Committee titled “Agricultural Land and the Future Planned Area” and recommend that 
Planning Advisory Committee recommend to Council that the recommendations identified in the report be 
approved by East Hants Council.  
 

MOTION CARRIED.  

 

 

STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT 
Amendments to the East Hants Official Community Plan aligns with Council’s Strategic goal to build strong 

communities by “Ensure[ing] the East Hants official community plan is effective in managing changes in the 

community, reducing land use conflict and protecting both natural resources and community character.”  

 

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
The Municipality has Legislative Authority to create land use policies and regulations under Part 8 of the 

Municipal Government Act.  

 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The Community Plan Update has been budgeted for in the Municipal Budget. 

 


