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STAFF REPORT 
Planning and Development Department  

  

Subject: Plan Update – Roosters 
To: CAO for Planning Advisory Committee, April 19, 2022 

Date Prepared: April 11, 2022 

Related Motions: C21(327), PAC22(17), PAC22(18), C22(59) 

Prepared by: Debbie Uloth, Project Planner 

Approved by: John Woodford, Director of Planning and Development 

 

Summary 
As part of the ongoing plan update, Planning staff are preparing background papers to discuss and propose 

approaches to different land use issues within the Municipality. A background paper on roosters was presented 

to Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) in February 2022, which addressed Motion C21(327). As a result of the 

February background paper, Motion PAC22(18) was passed and Motion C22(59) was approved by Council.  

 

Motion PAC22(18) 

Moved that the Planning Advisory Committee recommends that Council direct staff to bring back a report to Council with 

other alternatives considering density and lot sizes (Use of Community Standards Bylaw or Noise By Laws etc.) for the 

keeping of Roosters. 

 

 

Financial Impact Statement 
The Community Plan Update has been budgeted for in the 2022/2023 Municipal Budget. 

 

 

Recommendation 
Authorize staff to amend the LUB to prohibit roosters on properties that are 6,000 m2 or less, in Growth 

Management Areas where Municipal services are available.  

 

Alternative Recommendations 
1. Authorize staff to amend the LUB to prohibit roosters on all East Hants properties that are less than 

6,000 m2. 

Or 

2. Authorize staff to amend the LUB to prohibit roosters in all Growth Management Areas where Municipal 

services are available.  

Or 

3. Maintain the current Land Use Bylaw Regulations.  

 

 

Recommended Motion  
Planning Advisory Committee recommends that Council:  

• authorize staff to draft proposed amendments to the Official Community Plan in regards to 

prohibiting roosters on properties that are 6,000 m2 or less, in Growth Management Areas where 

Municipal services are available, as presented to Executive Committee on April 19, 2022 and 

outlined in this staff report.  
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Background 
In response to Motion C21(327), at their February PAC meeting, Planning staff proposed amendments to the 

Land Use Bylaw to prohibit property owners from owning roosters in the areas of the Municipality where 

Municipal water and wastewater services are provided. In response to this proposal, Council passed the 

following motion:  

  

“…that Council direct staff to bring back a report to Council with other alternatives considering 

density and lot sizes (Use of Community Standards Bylaw or Noise By Laws etc.) for the keeping of 

Roosters.” 

 

Planning staff have discussed the use of the Community Standards Bylaw for the enforcement of a rooster 

crowing and have proposed alternative amendments to the Land Use Bylaw for the keeping of roosters. Both of 

these items are discussed further in the discussion portion of this report.  

 

CURRENT LUB REGULATIONS 

The current Land Use Regulations regarding the Keeping of Poultry was adopted by Council in 2018 and is only 

applicable to the comprehensive planned portion of the Municipality. Current regulations allow residents in a 

single unit dwelling or a two unit dwelling to have poultry for personal use as long as they are kept on the 

owner’s property.  

 

 
In July of 2021, Council passed Motion C21(240), to apply the current ‘Keeping of Poultry’ regulations (Section 

3.41 of the Land Use Bylaw) to the Future Planned Area of the Municipality.  

 

 

Discussion 
After the February 2022 meeting of PAC, Planning staff contacted the Municipal Solicitor to determine if Bylaw 

P-100, Community Standards could be used as an enforcement tool to stop the crowing of roosters. Essentially, 

no it wouldn’t work, if the Municipality allows for roosters in their LUB then crowing should be expected.  

Crowing is what roosters do naturally. Unlike a dog barking, a rooster cannot be trained not to crow, cannot 

easily be brought into a house, or have devices that encourage them not to crow. Therefore, it would be near 

impossible for the Bylaw Enforcement Officer to enforce a noise bylaw based on a crowing rooster.  

 

If Council wishes to eliminate the crowing of roosters, they have to amend the LUB so that the use is no longer 

permitted. At their February meeting, PAC indicated that they did not want to restrict roosters in all areas of 

the Municipality serviced by sewer and water. Discussions at the meeting indicated that PAC was interested in 

allowing residents with larger lots to have roosters. Based on Council’s discussion, staff are proposing that lots 

that are 6,000 m2 or less not be permitted to have a rooster, while any property that is larger than 6,000 m2 

may have a rooster.    

 

Staff still feel that not permitting roosters in Growth Management Areas that have Municipal services would be 

of the most benefit to the residents living in denser areas of the Municipality. Although, there are some lots in 



  

  

 

these areas that are over the 6,000 m2, the Corridor is changing quickly and the subdivision or development of 

larger serviced lots will continue to occur. Therefore, the keeping of roosters may not be appropriate due to 

the noise they make and the inconvenience it may cause neighbouring residents.  

 

LEGAL NON-CONFORMING USE 

If Council proceeds with amendments to restrict the keeping of roosters on certain properties, any property 

owner that already has a rooster may continue to keep a rooster; the keeping of a rooster becomes a legal non-

conforming use. This means that even if the rooster dies, the property owner may replace the rooster as long 

as the keeping of a rooster has not stopped for more than a two-year period. If the two-year period is 

exceeded, the property owner, and any subsequent property owners, are no longer legally able to keep 

roosters on their property.  

 

CHICKEN REGULATIONS HALIFAX REGIONAL MUNICPALITY  
Below is a summary of the regulations for having chickens in HRM:  

 

• The maximum number of hens permitted is based on lot area as follows 

o a maximum of 10 hens on lots less than 4,000 square metres in size;  

o a maximum of 15 hens on lots 4,000 square metres and over but less than 6,000 square metres 

in size; 

o a maximum of 20 hens on lots 6,000 square metres and over but less than 10,000 square metres 

in size; 

o a maximum of 25 hens on lots 10,000 square metres or greater in size; 

• The hens must be adults - chickens cannot be raised from chicks on-site; 

Hens must always be contained within a coop or fence; 

The coop or fence must be: 

o located in a rear yard; 

o setback a minimum of 20 metres from watercourses; 

o setback a minimum of 1 metre from property lines; 

o meet any other regulations for accessory structures in the local land use by-law 

• Roosters and other types of birds are not permitted; and 

• Selling eggs, meat or hens and slaughtering on-site are not permitted. 

 

 

Alternatives 
As an alternative, Council may decide on one of the following options:  

 

1. Not to permit roosters on any property in East Hants that is 6,000 m2 or less in area.  

 

2. Not to permit roosters in areas of the Municipality that are serviced by Municipal water and 

wastewater.  

 

3. Maintain the current Land Use Bylaw regulations.  

 

 

Attachments 
There are no attachments associated with this report.  

 

 

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=425cf408196648db994be8f53206f75c


  

  

 

 

Conclusion 
Planning staff have responded to Council Motion C22(59) and are proposing that roosters not be permitted on 

lots that are 6,000 m2 or less in area, in the Growth Management Areas where Municipal services are provided. 

In addition, Planning staff have prepared two alternatives that Council may want to consider. Regulations 

proposed as part of this background paper will not come into effect until the Plan Update has been completed. 


