LAND USE PLANNING
INTRODUCTION

Land Use Planning is a tool that communities use to guide development into the future. A good plan should balance the interests of individual property owners with the needs and objectives of the wider community, and can
have a significant impact on a community’s quality of life.
The current East Hants Official Community Plan applies to the southern half of the municipality and the goals are:
• Protect people & property (floodplain regulations, avoid land use conflicts)
• Protect character of established neighbourhoods
• Recognize villages as focal points for mixed use small & medium scale business, housing & community use
• Protect natural resources (farmland, water supply areas)
• Development based on patterns of traditional place making
• Growth Management in areas seeing the highest development pressure
Municipal Planning Strategy – Broad policy direction indicating how the municipality should grow
Land Use Bylaw – Specific zoning and other regulations such as signage and parking
Subdivision Bylaw – Regulates the manner in which properties can be subdivided including requirements for new
streets and parkland

MANDATORY PLANNING

Areas subject to planning have grown incrementally in East Hants since 1968 as the need arose. However, the Province is now requiring municipalities to implement comprehensive planning in all areas. As a result, Council authorized this plan update project.

PROVINCIAL STATEMENTS OF INTEREST

In addition to the desires of individual property owners and the community as a whole, the Province requires that
the Official Community Plan be reasonably consistent with five Statements of Provincial Interest related to:
• Drinking Water
• Flood Risk Areas
• Agricultural Land
• Infrastructure
• Housing

CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT

When preparing a plan, Council is dedicated to ensuring that we try to make everyone aware of the project, keep
the community informed as it proceeds and provide opportunities to help shape the plan. This open house is one
such opportunity.

