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Welcome to the third edition of 
We Live It, the Municipality of East Hants’ 
newsletter for our residents. 

For more information, visit easthants.ca

We hope you enjoy this 
edition of our newsletter. 
It can also be found online 
at easthants.ca.

Have comments or 
questions? We are happy 
to receive your feedback. 
Email  
communications@
easthants.ca or call  
902-883-6219.

As we close out 2020 and 
look ahead to a new year, 
there is plenty to reflect 
upon. 

There’s no doubt about 
it: 2020 has been a 

challenging year. In 
the midst of some very 
difficult times, our 
community has stepped 
up to come together, 
support one another, and 
hold out for brighter days 
ahead.

With that spirit of 
resilience in mind, we 
hope you enjoy a peaceful 
and safe holiday season.   

Thank you for staying 
strong and coming 
together as a community, 
time and time again. We 
are proud of East Hants. 

Winter 2020

Winter 2020 Edition
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Election 2020: Welcome, new 
Council!

New Funding to Help Residents Access
Recreation Programs in East Hants

Winter seems like a great excuse to stay inside and keep warm. 
However, it’s still a great time of the year to get outside and 
be active! Here are some great ways to make the most of the 
season outdoors in East Hants:

Recreation Equipment Loan Program: Our Parks, Recreation 
& Culture Department has snowshoes and igloo building blocks 
that can be borrowed for $2.00 per item (or $10.00 per week) 
or free of charge to non-profits. Note: borrowing is subject to 
change due to COVID-19 restrictions. Visit easthants.ca/equipment-loan for more details. 

Walking and hiking are great forms of exercise during the winter. East Hants has lots of great trails to 
explore across the municipality. For a list of trails visit easthants.ca/explore/parks-trails.

Plus, here are some simple activities to get moving close to home:
 ✔ Find a great hill to go sledding
 ✔ Be creative with the snow – build a fort or a sculpture  
 ✔   Create snow paintings - make a non-toxic “snow paint” by mixing food colouring and 

           water in spray bottles
 ✔ Find a frozen surface to go skating – don’t forget to check the ice thickness
 ✔ Make an obstacle course
 ✔ Create a scavenger hunt!  Find winter items such as a frozen leaf, pine cone, animal tracks, etc.
 ✔ Play a game of soccer (with or without snow!)
 ✔ PLAY!  Get out and use your imagination. 

Posting your winter fun photos online? Tag us or use #EastHantsNS so we see them!

Stay Active this Winter!

Did you know East Hants Municipal Council approved a Recreation Access Policy this year? It is 
designed to increase opportunities and reduce financial barriers to participation for more individuals 
who wish to enroll in the Municipality’s recreational programs. Each member of a household is eligible 
to receive a 10-visit pass to the East Hants Aquatic Centre, and a 75% discount on up to four registered 
recreation programs per year.

What does the funding cover?
•    Recreation programs offered by the Parks, 

Recreation & Culture Department
•    Aquatic Programs offered at the East Hants 

Aquatic Centre (i.e. memberships)
•    Does not cover pool party or group bookings, 

facility rentals and private/semi private 
swimming lessons.

Who qualifies?
•     You must be a resident of East Hants and 

provide two supporting documents (e.g. 
utility bill)

•     New immigrants and refugees are eligible (applicant must have been in Canada less than one year 
and not filed a tax return)

•     Your total household taxable income, line 26000 of your 2019 Notice of Assessment(s) from Canada 
Revenue Agency (CRA) was less than the amount indicated in Table A.

Applications will open in early 2021. Stay tuned for more information on how to apply!

DEPUTY WARDEN: 
JOHN A. MACDONALD
District 7 - Lantz-Milford
Contact: 902-483-7382
jmacdonald@easthants.ca

SANDRA GARDEN-COLE
District 1 - Enfield
Contact: 902-476-0255
sgarden-cole@easthants.ca

NORVAL MITCHELL
District 2 - Elmsdale-Belnan
Contact: 902-883-9167
nmitchell@easthants.ca

ELDON HEBB
District 3 - Milford-Nine Mile 
River
Contact: 902-883-2047
ehebb@easthants.ca

IAN KNOCKWOOD
District 4 - Shubenacadie
Contact: 902-751-2433
iknockwood@easthants.ca

KEITH RHYNO
District 5 - Maitland-MacPhees 
Corner
Contact: 902-261-2533
krhyno@easthants.ca

WARDEN:
ELEANOR ROULSTON
District 11 - Rawdon-Gore
Contact: 902-632-2573
eroulston@easthants.ca

This October, the 2020 municipal election 
was held and a new Council was sworn in on 
October 28. This election was unique with 
precautions in place to follow public health 
guidelines for COVID-19. As a result, for the 
first time ever, East Hants residents were 
able to cast their vote not only in person but 
also online and by phone. 

This year, voter turnout increased 
exceptionally with a total of 41.6% 
compared to 25.4% in 2016.

Some interesting statistics from the 2020 election:

•  The average time it took for a voter to cast their ballot online 
was   just 36 seconds!

•  Individuals in their 60s had the highest voter turnout rate at 
54%. Individuals in their 20s had the lowest voter turnout rate 
at 25%.

•  At the Council swearing-in ceremony on October 28, Councillor 
Eleanor Roulston was elected warden. This made her the first 
female warden in the history of the Municipality of East Hants!

Not sure who the Councillor is for your area? Use our Councillor lookup tool at 
easthants.ca/councillors

MICHAEL PERRY
District 8 - Mount Uniacke
Contact: 902-701-0633
mperry@easthants.ca

ELIE MOUSSA
District 9 - South-East Uniacke
Contact: 902-403-4588
emoussa@easthants.ca

TOM ISENOR
District 10 - Enfield-Grand Lake
Contact: 902-237-4980
tisenor@easthants.ca

WAYNE GREENE
District 6 - Walton-Noel-Kennetcook
Contact: 902-369-2629
wgreene@easthants.ca



Christmas Tree 
Collection 2021

Winter Road Maintenance Reminders

When the holiday season comes to a close, put 
your tree curbside and we will collect it for 
composting! Please make sure your tree is bare 
and free from all decorations and lights. 
Be sure to have it curbside by 7:00 a.m.   

Area 1: January 12 - 15, 2021
Area 2: January 5 - 8, 2021

Find out which area you live in by searching your 
address on our website: easthants.ca/curbside
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It’s that time of year again, time to start thinking about snow… and snow clearing! To address safety 
issues that may arise during and after winter storm events, the Municipality wants to remind residents 
of some important snow clearing tips:

• Avoid pushing large volumes of snow into ditches as it can turn into ice and block culverts.

• Snow shouldn’t be pushed from private property onto public streets and sidewalks. When everyone 
remembers this, it becomes much easier to keep those public spaces clear and passable. 

• No parking on public roads where it could obstruct snow removal or other winter maintenance 
efforts. 

• According to our municipal bylaw, vehicles obstructing snow removal or other winter maintenance 
can be towed and impounded at the owner’s expense. 

• Kindly remove basketball nets, hockey nets and other equipment that could impede snow removal.  

For more information, please refer to: Bylaw IO-100 “Winter Road & Sidewalk Snow Clearing & 
Maintenance” at easthants.ca/bylaws

Need Help Paying Your Property Taxes?
The Municipal Tax Assistance Program (MTAP) helps hundreds of East Hants homeowners every year.

East Hants has one of the best property tax assistance programs in the province. This program benefits 
taxpayers whose household taxable income falls within the thresholds shown below: 

Family Size  Family Taxable Income 
 
1 adult    $19,794
2 adults   $24,771
1 adult + 1 child  $37,620
3 persons   $46,302
4 persons   $56,141
5 persons   $63,665
6+ persons   $71,768

For the 2020/2021 taxation year, the exemption is a minimum of $227.00 or up to 20% of the applicant’s 
annual tax bill, whichever is the greater amount. Please call 902-883-2299 to speak to our staff if you 
feel you may qualify.

Please note that taxable income is less 
than total income. Many deductions such 
as childcare, RRSP and union dues are 
deducted to calculate taxable income. 
You may qualify and not realize it. 
Plus! If your income falls within these 
thresholds, you could also qualify for our 
Recreation Access Program - see page 3. 

Planning for the 
Future of East Hants
East Hants has an Official Community Plan that directs 
how our community grows and develops over time. Did 
you know? Currently, only about half of the municipality 
has comprehensive land use planning. The only regulations 
in the non-planned area of the municipality relate to wind 
energy and large-scale special events.  

The provincial government has directed all Nova Scotia 
municipalities to plan for the efficient use of land within 
their boundaries. Starting in 2021, we will begin the 
process of amending our Community Plan so that the 
entire municipality has comprehensive land use planning.   

Planning helps to protect the public interest, and ensures 
that everyone has input into the development of their 
community. East Hants Council and staff must consider 
the following land uses when developing a plan for the 
unplanned area of East Hants:  

 

Other items unique to East Hants that we need to consider are: coastal erosion and sea level rise; 
preservation of agricultural lands; protection of tourism assets and view planes; floodplain issues; and 
the protection of our waterways. 

Work on this planning process is anticipated to start in early 2021. During this process, residents, 
businesses and organizations will have opportunities to engage with staff and Council and contribute to 
the direction of our community plan.  

To find out more information about the future of planning in East Hants, visit: 
easthants.ca/community-plan-update or email planning@easthants.ca. 

 ✔ Recreational facilities and public open spaces

 ✔ Resource uses

 ✔ Residential uses
 ✔ Commercial and industrial uses
 ✔ Institutional uses



902-893-7968
easthants.ca/dog-control

Contact dog control or 
make a complaint:

Dog Control in East Hants

Conserving water is good for the environment, and if you are 
on municipal services it also aids in reducing your water bill. 
Are you already following these helpful tips?

- On average, a tap leaking just one drip per second can waste 
more than 3,000 gallons per year. A common cause of leaky 
taps: corroded internal parts such as washers. Washers cost 
less than $3.00 and are relatively easy to replace.

- Try choosing showers more often than baths! The average 
tub will use about 35-50 gallons of water to fill. A 10-minute 
shower with a low-flow shower head will use about 25 gallons 
of water, saving hundreds of gallons of hot water per year - 
lowering your water AND power bill! 

- Turn the tap off while brushing your teeth or shaving, 
whether in the shower or at the sink.

If you notice an increase in your water bill, a leak in 
your plumbing could be to blame. Save money and call a 
professional to have things checked out and be sure. 
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East Hants Council is proposing amendments to Bylaw P-100 Community Standards to control noise 
from forestry operations on privately owned woodlots. As part of the amendment process, Council 
is seeking input from residents, forestry companies and private woodlot owners on the proposed 
amendments. 

Council is proposing to control when forestry uses could start 
their operations on lands not owned by the provincial or federal 
government. Under the new proposed provision, forestry 
operations working within 300 m of a dwelling would only be 
able to operate forestry equipment between the hours of 7:00 
a.m. to 9:30 p.m. on a weekday and between 9:00 a.m. to 8:30 
p.m. on a weekend or holiday. Forestry activities occurring 
outside of the 300 m setback from a dwelling would not be 
subject to the time restriction.  

Email your feedback to: planning@easthants.ca

Did you know? The Nova Scotia SPCA is contracted to provide dog 
control coverage for East Hants. This means they can help with 
lost or found animals, safety concerns, and more.

They are available throughout the week during regular business 
hours, and provide after-hours coverage as follows: Monday 
to Friday from 4:30 pm to midnight and Saturday, Sunday and 
holidays from 8:30 am to midnight. 

Tips to Reduce Your Water Usage

Read more tips like this:
easthants.ca/helpful-water-conservation-tips

Noise Restrictions from Forestry 
Operations on Private Woodlots

Address: 230-15 Commerce Court, Elmsdale, NS B2S 3K5    Phone: 902-883-2299    Toll Free: 1-866-758-2299    www.easthants.ca 

 

DOG LICENSE 
REGISTRATION 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: January 31st Every Year EXPIRATION: December 31st Every Year 
TAGS ARE NOT AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE UNTIL DECEMBER 1st 

 

Owner’s Name: 

 

Mailing Address: 

 

 

Civic Address: Email: 

Phone (h) Phone (w) Phone (c) 

Breed Male/ 
Female 

Spayed/ 
Neutered Colour Name Characteristics Age Fee Tag # 

 
M     F Yes   No 

      

 
M     F Yes   No 

      

 
M     F Yes   No 

      

 
M     F Yes   No 

      

$12.00 for each dog. Kennel Licenses are $50.00 
each. Attach separate sheet for information if 
necessary. If you have questions, please contact 
the Dog Control Officer at 883-7098 xt 207 or  
Toll free at 1-866-758-2299.  

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT 
OFFICE USE ONLY 

 

DATE LICENSED 
 

TOTAL FEE: 
 

Return application with cheque or money order by mailing to: 
Municipality of East Hants, 230-15 Commerce Court, Elmsdale, Nova 
Scotia, B2S 3K5 or drop of at 15 Commerce Court, Elmsdale, Nova Scotia.  

 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Signature of Applicant  

Box 230, Suite 170 Commerce Court, Elmsdale, NS B2S 3K5   Phone: 902-883-2299  Toll Free: 1-866-758-7799   easthants.ca

x



Contact: 
Bylaw Enforcement Division 902-883-3387 
Dog Control/SPCA   902-893-7968
E-mail contact: 
planning@easthants.ca   
easthants.ca/dog-tags

• Municipality of East Hants Office, 15 Commerce Court, Elmsdale
• Elmsdale Animal Hospital, 654 Highway 2, Elmsdale
• Crazy Dog Dehydrated Treats, 75 Richard John Drive, Mount Uniacke
• East Hants Animal Hospital, 202 Highway 214, Elmsdale
• Mail your form and payment to: 
 Box 230, Suite 170, 15 Commerce Court, Elmsdale, NS B2S 3K5

In keeping with public health measures, if you plan to buy your license in person, 
check with the location to ensure they are taking walk-ins.

Where can I get a license for my dog?

$12 
yearly 

fee


