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Welcome to the fourth edition of 
We Live It, the Municipality of East Hants’ 
newsletter for our residents.  

We hope you enjoy this edition. It can also be 
found online at easthants.ca. Have comments or 
questions? We’re happy to receive your feedback at 
communications@easthants.ca or call  
902-883-6219.

It’s been another unpredictable year so far, and we’re 
all excited to jump into summer. As things begin to open 
up, rediscover everything East Hants has to offer! Check 
out our summer bucket list on page 3 of this newsletter 
to get you inspired.

East Hants remains one of Nova Scotia’s fastest-growing 
communities and (in our humble opinion) an amazing 
place to call home. We need residents like you to help 
us plan the future of development in our Municipality. 
Make sure you take part in the Community Plan Update 
survey - more information on page 5.

For more information, visit easthants.ca Summer 2021

Summer 2021 Edition

Anthony Provincial 
Park, Lower Selma

Find out why this park’s 
on our summer bucket 

list on page 3!
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East Hants General Residential 
and Commercial Tax Rates 
Unchanged in 2021/2022 Budget
In late February, East Hants Council passed its 2021/2022 operating, capital and water utility budgets. 
Both the general residential ($0.8507) and commercial ($2.60) tax rates remain unchanged. With home 
assessments on the rise, the average homeowner in East Hants may see an increase of $6 to $27 on 
their bill this year if their property increased in value.

The core business of the Municipality is to deliver local government services to our residents and 
stakeholders. In addition to day-to-day delivery of services, a sample of new projects approved in this 
year’s budgets include: 

• Further development of the Royal Oaks Park in Belnan, the Concorde Way playground in Enfield and 
picnic shelters in Belnan, Mount Uniacke and East Uniacke park areas 

• 25-year Service Capacity Study to identify the projected build out of the water & wastewater 
serviceable area over the next 20 to 25 years 

• Redesign of easthants.ca to address online service delivery, enhanced accessibility features and 
improved user experience 

• Property Assessed Clean Energy Financing Program (PACE) pilot that would see the Municipality 
provide low-interest financing to qualifying homeowners as a lien against their property, to support 
energy retrofits 

• Implement a workforce development program that will build shared efforts in retention, 
attraction, training and capacity building for the regional workforce in East Hants

• Phase 2 expansion of the Uniacke Business Park

… and MUCH more! You can quickly access all budget-related documents and a full list of this year’s 
projects at easthants.ca/budget 
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Explore East Hants This Summer!
East Hants has so much adventure so close to home! Is your 
family eager to get out and explore our community? We’ve got 
you covered with this handy East Hants summer bucket list. We 
challenge you to complete the whole list this year!

 � Find a great new beach - have you ever visited Anthony  
Provincial Park in Lower Selma at low tide? With a scenic look-
off boardwalk and sprawling red coastline, you’ll appreciate 
the onsite  tap to rinse off the mud between your toes!

 � Wander through a trail you’ve never been to before.    
Uniacke Estate Museum Park is a wonderful place to start!

 � Take the path less travelled and head out on the backroads  
to reach your destination. Highway 215 along the coast or 
Highway 236 through Kennetcook are just a few routes to try. 

 � Visit a historic lighthouse to watch the tide roll in from a great vantage point. Walton Lighthouse 
anyone?

 � Enjoy an ice cream with your favorite people while the sun sets over the water. Frieze & Roy 
General Store in Maitland and Summertime Treats in Kennetcook are two places to try!

 � Grab a kayak and enjoy a paddle, setting off from one of the many great waterfront parks along 
the Shubenacadie River.

 � Try your hand at geocaching to find all kinds of new adventures. 
 � Picnic on the ocean floor at the site of the world’s highest tides, Burntcoat Head Park. 
 � Uncover a piece of history at a community museum – the perfect activity for a rainy day. The   

East Hants Historical Society and the Tinsmith Museum are some local treasures!
 � Discover the charm of staycationing at a local bed and breakfast.
 � Make a list of sea creatures to find on the ocean floor. From snails to barnacles, it’s the perfect   

setting for a treasure hunt!
 � Pack a pair of binoculars and give birdwatching a go. Hint: try the wetland at the Fundy Tidal   

Interpretive Centre in South Maitland!

Plan your 
adventure at:
visiteasthants.ca

Burntcoat Head Park, Noel, East Hants
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Need Help Paying 
Your Property Taxes?
The Municipal Tax Assistance Program (MTAP) helps hundreds of East Hants homeowners every year. 
East Hants has one of the best property tax assistance programs in the province. This program benefits 
taxpayers whose household taxable income falls within the thresholds below:

Family Size  Family Taxable Income 
 
1 adult    $24,926
2 adults   $30,338
1 adult + 1 child  $37,733
3 persons   $46,441
4 persons   $56,309
5 persons   $63,856
6+ persons   $71,983

Note: taxable income is less than total income. 
Deductions like childcare, RRSP and union dues are 
deducted to calculate taxable income. You may 
qualify and not realize it. 

For the 2021/2022 taxation year, the exemption is 
a minimum of $228 or up to 20% of the applicant’s 
annual tax bill, whichever is the greater amount. 
Please call 902-883-2299 to find out if you qualify. 

FIND A NEW

FAVOURITE

PLACE TO PLAY

Coming soon: our brand new parks &

trails web page! With an interactive

map and photos, we're making it easier

to explore your own backyard.

easthants.ca/parks



The Council of the Municipality of East Hants is in the process of updating the East Hants Official 
Community Plan. Part of this update includes bringing comprehensive land use planning to all 
communities within East Hants’ borders. 

To start this process, we’re launching a survey to engage 
residents and businesses across East Hants. Through this 
survey, we’re asking you to tell us about land use issues 
in East Hants that are important to you. Your responses 
will help the Municipality create a comprehensive plan for 
the community that guides future development.  

Please fill out the digital survey  
by September 1, 2021 at:   

 

To receive a hard copy of the survey 
with a return envelope, please call 
902-883-3387 or email  
planning@easthants.ca. 

East Hants Aquatic Centre: 
Back in Action!

easthants.ca/community-plan-update 

5easthants.ca

Come swim with us - the East Hants Aquatic Centre and splash pad 
are open! 

As the Province of Nova Scotia moves through its phased reopening 
plan, the aquatic centre will continue to offer your favourite 
programs including aquafit, open swims, swim lessons and more 
while following public health measures. Summer lessons and splash 
camps are running July through August. Stay tuned to our Facebook 
page for updates on fall program registration! Check our schedule 
and book your swim online at easthants.ca/aquatics

Plus, the splash pad is open again for its second season! The splash 
pad is free to visit - learn more at easthants.ca/splash-pad

AQUATIC CENTRE HOURS:
Monday to Friday 6 a.m. – 9 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., and 
Sunday 8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

SPLASH PAD HOURS:
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. seven days a week.

Planning for the Future of East Hants:
We Need Your Input!
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Before an emergency happens is the time to get 
prepared! From hurricanes to water advisories, 
here is a basic list that should cover your family 
for a variety of potential emergencies:

• Your emergency plan
• A list of your personal support network 

including name, relation, and contact info
• At least six litres of water per person (two 

litres per day for at least three days)
• Food that won’t spoil, like canned and dry 

foods
• Manual can opener
• First-aid kit
• Allergy medications and special needs or 

equipment you use
• A list of your prescription medicines with their 

prescription number and purpose
• At least a three-day supply of your 

prescription medicines
• Pet care - food, water, etc.
• Wind-up or battery-powered flashlight & radio
• Batteries for your flashlight and radio

• Extra keys for your house and car
• Money in small bills
• Copies of important papers like your driver’s 

license, birth certificate, and insurance 
policies

For more on emergency preparedness, visit 
getprepared.ca

Do you know about Community Development services available to East Hants community groups, sport 
and recreation associations, and other non-profit organizations?    

We are here to support community groups - whatever opportunity, challenge or need you have, we 
will work with you by helping to provide the tools, resources and connections to ensure your group 
succeeds, especially as we move through the next stages of reopening Nova Scotia to a post pandemic 
world.  You can also subscribe to a quarterly e-newsletter specifically designed for volunteers/groups 
with resources, opportunities, grant information, and more!

For more information 
or to subscribe to 
the e-newsletter, 
search “community 
development” on 
easthants.ca or 
contact Catherine 
Jobin at 
cjobin@easthants.ca 
or 902-883-7098 
extension 152

Does Your Non-Profit Organization 
Need Help?

Be Prepared For an Emergency - Before it 
Arrives!

A funding program to reduce financial barriers for municipal recreation

programs like day camps, group swimming lessons and more! 

Find out if your family qualifies & apply at easthants.ca/recaccess
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The weather is heating up, and that means it’s important for everyone to stay informed about our water 
system - and how to keep this resource (and your family) safe.

The East Hants Regional Water System serves over 7,400 of our residents. The bulk water station also 
provides water to people in the wider area. The water for this system is drawn from the Shubenacadie 
River in Enfield, which is part of the Grand Lake watershed. Our municipal water is carefully monitored 
at all times to ensure it is safe to use and drink.

Did you know? 2021 has been a dry year so far. With low levels of snow pack and snow melt from over 
the winter, all levels of government including the Municipality are keeping a close eye on how this may 
affect our watershed and subsequently our water utility. 

On occasion, when the Shubenacadie river reaches very low levels near the entrance to Grand Lake, the 
Municipality operates an Engineered Spring to pump water from the lake into the river to help improve 
its flow. The Engineered Spring is approved by Nova Scotia Environment and the Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans with the purpose of maintaining and ensuring healthy water levels while supporting or 
improving fish habitat in the river. 

Climate change is making drier, hotter summers more common. These weather patterns can increase 
the risk of drought conditions and algal blooms which you can learn more about from the Nova Scotia 
Department of Environment and Climate Change. Residents with private wells can also get information 
on their water from the Province. Learn more at novascotia.ca/nse

The Municipality of East Hants takes the protection of our water seriously. East Hants residents can also 
help be good stewards by learning about how to conserve water at home and sorting waste properly, 
which avoids water contamination to keep our environment clean.

To learn more about the water system in East Hants visit: easthants.ca/water-utility

Get tips on how to reduce your water usage: easthants.ca/helpful-water-conservation-tips

Be Water Smart This Summer!

Keeping Fireworks Fun
Summer is a time for many celebrations, and often fireworks are part of the fun. Next time you 
bring them home, be a good neighbour and consider the following:

• Fireworks are a crowd pleaser, but can also cause undue stress in your neighborhood. Be 
mindful of your neighbours with sensory concerns, small children and pets. Consider giving 
neighbours a heads-up about your plans when possible. 

• Fireworks are a form of noise pollution and can be disruptive. Fireworks are best enjoyed by 
everyone during reasonable hours. 

• Always follow fire safety rules and check novascotia.ca/burnsafe. Areas in the red zone are 
banned from setting off fireworks, as mandated by Nova Scotia’s Office of the Fire Marshall.



Not sure who the councillor is for your area? Use our Councillor lookup tool at 
easthants.ca/councillors

DEPUTY WARDEN: 
JOHN A. MACDONALD
District 7 - Lantz-Milford
Contact: 902-483-7382
jmacdonald@easthants.ca

SANDRA GARDEN-COLE
District 1 - Enfield
Contact: 902-476-0255
sgarden-cole@easthants.ca

NORVAL MITCHELL
District 2 - Elmsdale-Belnan
Contact: 902-883-9167
nmitchell@easthants.ca

ELDON HEBB
District 3 - Milford-Nine Mile 
River
Contact: 902-883-2047
ehebb@easthants.ca

IAN KNOCKWOOD
District 4 - Shubenacadie
Contact: 902-751-2433
iknockwood@easthants.ca

KEITH RHYNO
District 5 - Maitland-MacPhees 
Corner
Contact: 902-261-2533
krhyno@easthants.ca

WARDEN:
ELEANOR ROULSTON
District 11 - Rawdon-Gore
Contact: 902-632-2573
eroulston@easthants.ca

MICHAEL PERRY
District 8 - Mount Uniacke
Contact: 902-701-0633
mperry@easthants.ca

ELIE MOUSSA
District 9 - South-East Uniacke
Contact: 902-403-4588
emoussa@easthants.ca

TOM ISENOR
District 10 - Enfield-Grand Lake
Contact: 902-237-4980
tisenor@easthants.ca

WAYNE GREENE
District 6 - Walton-Noel-Kennetcook
Contact: 902-369-2629
wgreene@easthants.ca

Earlier this year, the Municipality of East Hants debuted 
newly-installed technology that allows the livestreaming of 
meetings held in Council Chambers.

With these improvements, live video footage from inside 
Council Chambers is broadcast on the Municipality’s website 
and YouTube channel. Recordings of the meetings are also 
posted after-the-fact on the YouTube channel for everyone to 
access.

The option to watch meetings online provides another way to engage with municipal government and 
be informed. As stated in Council’s strategic plan, this step forward aligns with the Municipality’s 
mission to provide innovation and excellence in service delivery while building a strong, sustainable 
community.

Council members and staff will be attending meetings in-person and following public health guidelines 
as needed. As always, residents are also welcome to attend the meetings in-person if they prefer 
while following current public health guidelines. Please note that space is limited at times.
To see the calendar of upcoming meetings visit easthants.ca/council

Council Corner
East Hants Introduces Livestreaming in 
Council Chambers

Box 230, Suite 170 Commerce Court, Elmsdale, NS B2S 3K5   
Phone: 902-883-2299  Toll Free: 1-866-758-7799   

easthants.ca


