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STAFF REPORT 
Planning & Development Department 

  

Subject: Review Bylaw P-1200, Lot Grading and Drainage 
To: CAO for Planning Advisory Committee, April 21, 2020 
Date Prepared: April 15, 2020 
Related Motions: None 
Prepared by: Debbie Uloth, Project Planner 
Approved by: John Woodford, Director of Planning and Development 

 

Summary 
Planning and Development staff have initiated a review of the Lot Grading and Drainage Bylaw to ensure it is 
consistent with current Municipal standards, to update the Bylaw, and to format the Bylaw to our current 
template.  
 
 

Financial Impact Statement 
There are no immediate financial impacts associated with the adoption of this report.  
 
 

Recommendation 
That Planning Advisory Committee recommend that Council authorize staff to proceed with developer 
consultation. 
 
And 
 
That Planning Advisory Committee recommend that Council authorize staff to bring first reading of Bylaw P-
1200, Lot Grading and Drainage Bylaw, pending no substantial amendments to the Bylaw, straight to Council for 
Council approval.  
 
 
 

Recommended Motion 
That Planning Advisory Committee recommend that Council:  

• authorize staff to proceed with developer consultation; and 
• authorize staff to bring first reading of Bylaw P-1200, Lot Grading and Drainage Bylaw, pending 

no substantial amendments to the Bylaw, straight to Council for Council approval.  
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Background 
The current version of the Lot Grading and Drainage Bylaw was approved by Municipal Council on April 27, 
2006. It was developed to protect structures and property from significant damage and expense that may be 
expected from a storm event. Staff feel that the Bylaw has been effective in its use and has prevented 
potential disagreements between property owners and flooding issues for the Municipality.  
 
Planning and Development and Infrastructure and Operations staff have reviewed the current Lot Grading and 
Drainage Bylaw to ensure its intent is still relevant; to update the Bylaw; and to update the format of the 
Bylaw to ensure consistency with other Municipal bylaws. The Municipal Solicitor has also reviewed the draft 
Bylaw.  
 
 

Discussion 
As part of the review of the Lot Grading and Drainage Bylaw, staff have proposed the following changes. A 
complete copy of the proposed amendments to the Lot Grading and Drainage Bylaw has been added as 
Appendix A:  
 

• A lot grading plan can no longer be prepared by an Architect. Reference to Architects have been 
removed from the Bylaw, as their profession generally deals with the design of a building and not the 
design and utility of the landscape.   

• A bylaw number “P-1200” has been added to the Bylaw, all Municipal Bylaws are to be numbered.  
• Changed Sanitary Sewer System to Wastewater System and removed the reference to Water System, 

since it is not relevant to the Bylaw.  
• The current version of the Bylaw is not applicable to accessory structures, which are constructed such 

that they will not impede, restrict or obstruct stormwater runoff in the side or rear yards nor in 
adjacent lots. However, the Bylaw does not indicate who determines if an accessory structure does 
impede, restrict or obstruct stormwater runoff. Under the LUB an accessory structure may be quite 
large, and currently no staff member determines when a lot grading plan is required for an accessory 
structure. Therefore, staff are proposing to amend the Bylaw, so that the Bylaw does not apply to 
accessory structures which are single storey and a maximum of 55 m2. Any accessory structure larger 
than this, or with a second storey shall be applicable to the Bylaw.    

• Changed the amount of time to have the uncompleted work required by the Lot Grading Plan and the 
Deficiency Report completed, from nine months to six months. This lessons the amount of time water 
could be running onto a neighbouring property and although our construction seasons are short, six 
months should provide adequate time to complete the required work on a lot.  

• Section 6.3 was changed to require a lien be added to a property, if the deposit does not cover the full 
amount of the deficiency work. In addition, a minimum amount of $5,000 is required for the deficiency 
deposit. Any money not used is returned to the person who submitted the deposit. The $5,000 
minimum amount ensures the Municipality does not receive low-ball estimates and acts as motivation 
to ensure the deficiency work is completed on time.  

 
The above is not an exhaustive list, it only highlights the more substantial changes to the Bylaw. These 
substantial changes have been made in order to protect the Municipality; they are not intended to add undue 
hardship to developers/builders. Many of the non-substantial proposed changes are to the language used in the 
original version of the Bylaw to help make it easier to read and understand.  
 
A draft of Bylaw P-1200, Lot Grading and Drainage Bylaw was reviewed by the Municipal Department of 
Infrastructure and Operations and the Municipal Solicitor. If Council approves the proposed changes, Planning 
staff will prepare a staff report recommending first reading of Bylaw P-1200.  
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Citizen Engagement 
Although Planning staff are not required to seek public input in regards to reviewing and adopting Bylaws that 
are regulated by Part VII, of the Municipal Government Act, Planning staff are proposing to digitally consult 
with the development community in East Hants in regards to the proposed Bylaw changes. Comments made by 
the development community will be made available for Council consideration prior to staff requesting first 
reading of the Bylaw amendments.  
 
 

Conclusion 
Staff have initiated a review and update to Bylaw P-1200, Lot Grading and Drainage. Planning Staff recommend 
that staff are given authorization to proceed with updating the Bylaw as presented to Planning Advisory 
Committee. The Lot Grading and Drainage Bylaw does not require Ministerial approval.  
 
 

Recommendation 
That Planning Advisory Committee recommend that Council authorize staff to proceed with developer 
consultation. 
 
And 
 
That Planning Advisory Committee recommend that Council authorize staff to bring first reading of Bylaw P-
1200, Lot Grading and Drainage Bylaw, pending no substantial amendments to the Bylaw, straight to Council for 
Council approval.  
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