
 

 STAFF REPORT 
Planning and Development Department  

 

 

 

Subject: 1705 Highway 2, Milford – Potential Industrial Rezoning 
To: CAO for Planning Advisory Committee, April 16, 2019 

Date Prepared: April 11, 2019 

Related Motions: C16(52) Moved that Council proceed to rezoning approximately eighteen (18) acres, a portion of 1705 

Highway 2, Milford, closest to Highway 2, to industrial commercial (C5); and that Council hold a Public 

Information Meeting, which will be well advertised in advance, to consult with the community as part of 

the re-zoning. 

Prepared by: John Woodford, Director of Planning & Development 

Approved by: John Woodford, Director 

 

Summary 
In March 2016 the previous Council directed staff to proceed with a rezoning of approximately 18 acres of 

municipally owned land at 1705 Highway 2, Milford.  The change would be from Agricultural Reserve (AR) to 

Industrial Commercial (IC).  Staff are seeking confirmation that the current Council would like staff to proceed 

with a public information meeting for this proposed change.  Staff had hoped to schedule this rezoning with a 

development proposal for the site.  However, there is no current development proposal. 

 

Financial Impact Statement 
There are no immediate financial impacts associated with the adoption of this report.  

 

 

Recommendation 
That the PAC provide direction to staff regarding the scheduling of a public information meeting per motion 

C16(52). 

 

 

Recommended Motion 
None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Discussion 
In March 2016 the previous Council directed staff to proceed with a rezoning of approximately 18 acres of 

municipally owned land at 1705 Highway 2, Milford.  The change would be from Agricultural Reserve (AR) to 

Industrial Commercial (IC).   

 

Since 2006 the Municipality of East Hants has been investigating the concept of rail related development 

previously referred to as an inland port, intermodal logistics centre or railside reload centre.   

 

In the 2016 Plan Review, this issue was discussed and the outcome was a new policy added to the MPS as 

follows: 

 

Rail Access 

The CN mainline railway located in East Hants has unique physical 

characteristics that could lead to an economic development opportunity.  In 

particular, the general area where the CN mainline intersects with the spur 

line leading to the Milford Quarry is recognized as having desirable 

characteristics for multi-modal rail freight activity given that there are over 3 

km of relatively straight and level track, which is a rare characteristic in Nova 

Scotia.   

 

Policy Goal 

Council’s goal is it enable rail related economic development including rail 

access for local businesses and farms. 

 

Policy Statements 

 

ED48.  In the interest of pursuing a unique economic development opportunity 

related to rail access, Council may consider future amendments to this 

strategy and Land Use By-law. 

 

 

Since this policy was adopted by Council, the Economic & Business Development Department has fielded serious 

inquiries regarding the purchase or lease of the municipal land at 1705 Highway No. 2 for rail related 

development.  One businesses intended to use the site to offload propane from railcars and distribute by truck.  

Another interested party intended to ship and store chemicals related to the offshore oil & gas sector to the 

site for distribution to the Port of Halifax as needed.  As a result, Planning staff intended to deal with Council 

motion C16(52) in conjunction with a specific development proposal. 

 

It was felt that connecting the potential rezoning to an actual development proposal would better inform the 

public about what would take place on the property.  Staff preferred this approach as previous public 

discussions with the community led to some level of distrust and controversy over potential rail related 

development.   

 

However, there is no current development proposal for these lands and motion C16(52) has not been actioned.  

The outstanding motion directs staff to move ahead with a rezoning to Industrial Commercial and given the 

time that has elapsed from the motion (it was made by the previous Council) staff are seeking confirmation 

from Council that it would still like to pursue amendments to redesignate and rezone a portion of 1705 Highway 

No. 2 to Industrial Commercial. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Next Steps 
If Council wishes to proceed with the previous direction to redesignate and rezone these lands to Industrial 

Commercial (IC) staff will schedule a public information meeting as required by policy.  Following such a 

meeting, first reading could be considered followed by a public hearing.  As this change would involve an MPS 

amendment, Council’s decision would not be appealable but the change would require Provincial review and 

approval.  

 

Recommendation 
That the PAC provide direction to staff regarding the scheduling of a public information meeting per motion 

C16(52). 

 

 

 

 


