
 

Example—Self Closing Devices 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Gates should be kept closed and located at all times 

when the pool is not in use; 

 

 For an above ground pool any ladders should be      

secured and located to prevent access when the pool 

is not in use; and 

 

 Also consider additional barriers such as automatic 

door locks or alarms to prevent access or notify you if 

someone enters the pool area. 

 
 

Further Information 
 

 The World Health Organization (WHO) has produced 

‘Guidelines for Safe Recreational Water                 

Environments: Volume 2: Swimming Pools and Similar 

Environments’.  This document is available through 

the WHO website—http://www.who.int 

 

 The Canadian Red Cross also has information regarding 

safety around swimming pools http://

www.redcross.ca 

 

 For information on Learning to Swim, contact the East 

Hants Municipal Pool at 902.758.3467. 
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Regulations 
 

The Municipality of East Hants has no regulations requiring 

fencing around swimming pools. 

 

Within the un-zoned area of the Municipality a Develop-

ment Permit is not required for a swimming pool.  Within 

the zoned area of the Municipality, swimming pools    

   (including any decking) which are 100 square feet or  

             greater in size, will require a Development  

                    Permit.  A building permit will be required for  

                             decks which are constructed around the  

                                       poolside. 

 
 The fence or all should have no hand or footholds that 

could enable a young child to climb; 

 Gates should be self closing and self latching; 
 
Examples—Latches 

 

 

Recommended Safety Measures 
 

 Isolation fencing around the outdoor pool which separates 
the pool from the remainder of the yard and house; 

 
 A barrier fence or wall at least 4ft high; 
 
 Fence slats that are no more than 1.5 inches apart; 

Swimming Pool Safety 
 

It has been estimated that over 80% of drowning can be pre-

vented and prevention is the key management initiative 

(World Congress on Drowning).  This brochure is intended to 

advise in the prevention of accidental drowning in home 

swimming pools. 

 

There are some measures the home owner can take to help 

prevent accidental drowning.  For domestic pools, barriers 

such as fences or walls will prevent some drowning by pre-

venting a child from entering a pool area unsupervised or 

may delay their entry long enough for the care giver to real-

ize they are missing. 

Within the Land Use By-law, swimming pools are consid-

ered accessory structures and shall not be located within 

eight (8) feet (2.4 m) of any property line. 

 

Accessory structures shall be permitted within the front 

yard of a lot in R1, R2, R4 and AR zones where there is no 

Municipally approved central piped services available or 

where it is otherwise permitted in the Land Use By-law; 

front yard setbacks will meet the same requirements as 

main buildings established in the Land Use By-law; maximum 1.5 inch gaps between  vertical pickets or boards.

minim um
4 ft

There should be no space between
horizontal boards. This fence is climbable.


