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Community Goals Survey Results 
Summary
Introduction
The Community Goals Survey is one of the 
tools for the public to give feedback on what is 
important to them, to be addressed in the East 
Hants Plan Review.

Survey questions were selected by the Planning 
& Development Department with input from the 
Citizens Panel. The survey was conducted from 
July 3rd, 2014 through July 31st, 2014.

East Hants residents indicated their preferences 
among a series of questions regarding commu-
nity design. The value of the survey is in the 
range of opinions, shared common ground, and 
the desires expressed by the residents of East 
Hants giving a sense of what they would like 
to see in their community. The objective of the 
Community Goals Survey was to assist in defin-
ing a vision for the future development of East 
Hants. It was especially useful for those resi-
dents who could not attend our spring Visioning 
Workshops.

Methodology
The survey presented 15 questions asking how 
respondents get around in the community, how 
they feel about their community, and the im-
portance of various amenities. There were three 
additional questions for reporting on how they 
heard about this survey, if they wanted to be 
notified of public meetings, and if they wanted 
to be put on a contact list for further updates on 
the Plan Review.

The survey was available through a variety of 
methods: a print version was available in the 
Municipal Building and at the Mount Uniacke 
Library; in addition printed copies were also 
available upon request. An online web version 
was available through the Municipal website 

and was promoted on Facebook and Twitter. 

The survey provider SurveyGizmo was used to 
create and host the online version of the form. 
Staff in the Planning and Development Depart-
ment inputed all the printed survey results into 
the online version. A total of 125 responses 
were collected, 7 of which were partial respons-
es. The survey responses have been tabulated in 
this report to show survey results.
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Question 1: Are you an East Hants resident?

Four percent of respondents who took the 
survey are not residents of East Hants, but 
either work or have seasonal homes in the 
area. Their responses were included in the 
summary.

Question 2: In which community do you live?

Question Options
(single selection, required question)

Yes
No

Question Options
A single selection dropdown list was provid-
ed of the Municipality’s 52 communities on 
the web version of the survey. For the paper 
version of the survey, space was available to 
write in community names.

The responses to the survey are heavily 
favoured towards the Corridor. 78.6% of 
responses to the survey were from resi-
dents living in the Corridor communities of 
Elmsdale, Enfield, Lantz, Milford or Shu-
benacadie. As a comparison, Corridor res-
idents make up approximately 60% of the 
Municipality. Mount Uniacke and Lakelands 
were underrepresented, making up 6.1% 
of respondents, but comprising 22% of the 
population. The remaining 15.3% of re-
spondents come from the shore and central 
region of the Municipality, which is similar 
to their population as a percentage of the 
Municipality: 18.7%.
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Question 3: Please select your age group.

Of the participants who completed the Sur-
vey, the largest age group of participants 
(43.2%) were between 36-45 years old. The 
second largest age category is participants 
aged 26-35, who were 24.0% of respon-
dents.

Question 4: Where do you work?

Question Options
(single selection)

Question Options
(single selection)

Hants County
Work from home

East Hants (outside the 
home)

West Hants

HRM
Halifax International 

Airport
Peninsular Halifax

Dartmouth
Other HRM

Bedford
Other

Colchester County
Town of Truro

Town of Windsor
Other (fill-in)

Not in the Workforce
Not working at the mo-

ment

Under 25
26-35
36-45
46-55

56-65
66-80
80+

Halifax is key to employment for many res-
idents in East Hants. The majority, nearly 
half, of survey respondents (43.6%) work 
in HRM, with 16.9% working in peninsular 
Halifax. The next largest group of survey 
respondents, 31.5% work in East Hants, 
with 20.2% working outside the home and 
11.3% working from home. 
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Question 6: What are your top three priorities for improving your neighbourhood?

Overall, respondents overwhelmingly suggested 
that a focus of the plan review for their neighbour-
hood should be towards parks, recreation facilities 
and sidewalks. The majority (69.7%) of survey re-
spondents listed more parks and recreation facili-
ties as one of the top three priorities for improving 
their neighbourhood. The next top two responses 
are improving traffic flow (43.4%) and access to 
commercial services (31.2%). 

• Improving the design of buildings
• Creating a mix of housing types
• Providing affordable housing
• More parks and recreation facilities
• Installing more sidewalks
• Improving traffic flow
• Access to commercial services
• Environmental protection
• Protecting properties from flooding
• Improving agricultural policies
• Making future development stable and predictable
• Ongoing citizen engagement in community develop-
ment

Question Options
(single selection)

Space was also provided for comments.

Question 5: How many minutes does it take you to travel to work one way?

Question Options
(numerical response)

The average (mean) one-way travel time of survey 
respondents was 28 minutes. In terms of longer 
commute times, 17% of respondents had a com-
mute of 45 minutes or longer. Fifteen percent of 
respondents had a short commute of less than 10 
minutes.

One response of 1525 minutes was removed from 
the calculation because it is likely a respondent 
error.
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Also encouraging commercial development to grow the 
local economy and creating local jobs.

Would love to see an off-leash dog park built in the area.

I’m aware that sidewalks are unlikely to happen, but 
improvements to the roads/shoulders so that they can be 
used for walking/biking would be fantastic. Or even rec-
reation opportunities in the rural areas. More trails, etc. 
Also although not in my area I think it would be benefi-
cial to many residents for there to be sidewalks from the 
Sobeys mall area to the business park/superstore. Then 
perhaps it would provide a safe environment for residents 
to access the library, job center, MEH offices, superstore, 
and other businesses in the park.

Our community has little to nothing for children to do. 
No wonder we are having the vandalism problems at the 
firehall and community centre. The pool that we current-
ly have is not large enough to accommodate the growing 
need for recreational, competitive and community use 
of the pool and building. The walking trails behind the 
community hall are not well maintained. There is nothing 
for the people of Milford to do.

Banning fracking in our community! And get BUSES!!!

Curling rink! Our road (gravel) is often in very rough shape. More fre-
quent maintenance would be a priority for us.

Development is good for everyone in the community but 
it must be managed properly.

Crosswalks, MORE CROSSWALKS, Tired of nearly getting 
hit on Highway 2, only ONE crosswalk between Enfield 
and Elmsdale and I am not walking to Elmsdale to cross 
the street, Legally.

I would love to see more recreational opportunities for 
young families.

Would like to see an inland port developed in Milford, 
with a new exit either in lantz or milford

Job development so we don't have to travel to the city to 
work!

Ensuring the protection of farm land in Belnan. Protection 
and clean up of Nine Mile River. I see soap bubbles regu-
larly in the mornings in the river.

Mount Uniacke really needs sidewalks. This is about my neighbourhood. I would have different 
priorities from a municipality perspective.

Need new high school to service the growth in the En-
field/ Elmsdale area

Our community is in desperate need of new, up to date 
recreational facilities which allow families to participate 
in different activities together!

Need sidewalks on the Milford stretch!!!! Not safe now! My biggest concern is the speed people travel in sub-divi-
sions. We live on Logan Dr and I am scared to let my chil-
dren bike up the street due to speeding cars; and there is 
a children park on our street!

Elmsdale has too many large apartment buildings for the 
road design to adequately support. Commercial buildings 
spring up anywhere and there buildings and property are 
ugly, usually pavement right up to the building, no curb 
appeal whatsoever. Who approves this!!!? I want to see all 
buildings require greenage, trees around their properties. 
We are going to end up looking like Lower Sackville:(

As a single parent living in the corridor area, we defi-
nitely need more affordable housing in the area. There 
should also be a cap on the amount a landlord can charge 
for rent as well. It would be really nice to have a park 
with walking trails, playground for the kids similar to 
Point Pleasant Park. Quite often we drive into the city 
just to go for a walk in a nice park.

Specifically restaurants, Improved swimming pool and a 
movie theatre, more stores.

Bowling alley, new pool, rec director creating opportuni-
ties for senior residents to be more active

Stop lights at the bottom of white road. I equate environmental protection with improved agricul-
tural policy for the purposes of this question.

By adding lower income housing, we can bring some 
younger families to the Lantz area, and help our elemen-
tary school enrollment.

We require more retail business. All we have are food, 
liquor, fast food and pharmacies. We have to go in town 
for anything else.

Recreation facilities MOST important. We need a Bank

Comments for Question 6
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Question 7: Does your community offer the housing and services to allow you to continue to 
live in the Municipality at every stage of your life?

Half of residents (49.2%) believe their community 
offers the housing and services to allow them to 
continue to live in the Municipality at every stage 
of their life. 20.5% of residents believe their com-
munity lacks required housing and services to 
make this possible, while 27.9% are uncertain. 

Interestingly, when looking at how different age 
groups answered this question, there was not a 
significant variation in responses.

Question Options
(single selection)

Yes
No

Uncertain
Other (fill-in)

Far from hospital otherwise yes

TAXES WAY TOO HIGH!!!!!! 
Although we have The Magnolia...there has 
been a waiting list of well over 150 people 
wanting to get into this facility 

Question 8: What is your view on the availability, affordability and quality of the following 
types of housing? If you do not know, leave that rating unanswered.

Residents had mixed reviews on the availability, 
affordability and quality of housing in the Munic-
ipality. Of the options of single family homes, du-
plexes/ semi-detached, townhouses, apartments, 
and senior-housing, respondents felt that:

• Single family homes are the most available, with 
senior’s housing being the least available.

• Single family homes are the most affordable, 
with townhouses being the least affordable.

• Single family homes are the most high quality, 
with apartments being the least high quality.

Question Options
(star rating grid from 0-4 stars)

Space was also provided for comments.

Comments for Question 7

Availability Affordability Quality

Single Family Homes
Mean Score: 3.24
Count: 100

Mean Score: 2.34
Count: 88

Mean Score: 2.76
Count: 82

Duplexes /
Semi-Detached

Mean Score: 2.77
Count: 77

Mean Score: 2.19
Count: 53

Mean Score: 2.43
Count: 53

Townhouses Mean Score: 2.02
Count: 52

Mean Score: 1.84
Count: 38

Mean Score: 2.32
Count: 31

Apartments Mean Score: 2.42
Count: 65

Mean Score: 2.22
Count: 46

Mean Score: 2.12
Count: 41

Senior-housing Mean Score: 1.95
Count: 65

Mean Score: 2.05
Count: 41

Mean Score: 2.45
Count: 42
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Again, Taxes too High, Cheaper to live in a house on 
the Halifax Waterfront.

You need way more AFFORDABLE apartments.

As far as I know there are no town houses in Milford 
and we do not have seniors housing.

The East Hants area from Enfield to lantz is starting 
to look too much like Dartmouth with all the subdi-
visions popping up. We left Dartmouth for a country 
atmosphere and it has really changed in 7 years

I feel there is a need for Seniors Assisted living ac-
commodations and/or another nursing home. Also, 
rents in East Hants are too high for young people 
who must travel to city for work.

Seniors need more affordable options based on their 
personal incomes and needs. They also need secu-
rity with the amounts being paid that they are not 
increasing every year

I wasn't able to rate. Computer restrictions. Sorry. I can't find affordable housing for my mom in my 
community. She wants to move here from guysbor-
ough county.

Senior housing is too expensive for the average mid-
dle class senior that only had an income of 40,000/
yr. (Not referring to long term care but more retire-
ment living.)

I think there are lots of options for all types in the 
area.

As of where we are right now I strongly feel that 
there is too much of a focus on seniors complexes 
and not enough focus on affordable, nice housing for 
new families. When council has meetings to look at 
approving development, other new developments 
are not even considered. This should be a commu-
nity that looks as drawing in new, young families 
to make it a sustainable community rather than a 
retirement community.

The Magnolia is wonderful for the elderly needing 
that kind of care. Long wait-list. Not a lot for early 
retired age group or seniors in way of availability or 
convenience. Also need more recreationally for that 
age-group to keep them here.

No senior housing in area Unsure if this meant buying or renting.
Too many apartment complexes are being built.

Comments for Question 8
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Question 9: Please rank the importance of having access to the following recreational amenities.

While residents felt that many different types of 
parks are important, the majority felt that play-
ground parks and trails are the most critical when 
asked to rate the importance of different types of 
recreational amenities. Dog parks were rated the 
least important. 

Question Options
(dropdown rating of very important, import-

ant, unimportant or uncertain for each option)
• Off-leash dog parks
• Trails
• Playground Parks
• Wilderness parks

• Waterfront / boat 
access to lakes and 
rivers

Space was also provided for comments.

Off-leash dog Parks Importance

Very Important 13 // 10.9%

Important 37 // 31.1%

Unimportant 58 // 48.7%

Uncertain 11 // 9.2%

Trails Importance

Very Important 47 // 39.5%

Important 63 // 52.9%

Unimportant 7 // 5.9%

Uncertain 2 // 1.7%

Playground parks Importance

Very Important 70 // 58.8%

Important 42 // 35.3%

Unimportant 7 // 5.9%

Uncertain nil

Wilderness parks Importance

Very Important 40 // 33.6%

Important 55 // 46.2%

Unimportant 16 // 13.4%

Uncertain 8  // 6.7%

Waterfront/ boat access 
to lakes and rivers Importance

Very Important 29 // 24.2%

Important 58 // 48.3%

Unimportant 21 // 17.5%

Uncertain 12 // 10.0%
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We live close to one of the largest lakes in the 
province and yet I have to drive my children to 
Waverly or Sackville in order for them to at-
tend kayak training. There needs to be a public 
access location where programs such as CHEEMA 
are available for our children and youth. Hockey 
and outdated swimming pool are not enough to 
keep the rise of obesity levels down in our chil-
dren, not to mention encourage them to take 
part in outdoor activities.

Having access to trails, various parks and ac-
cess to rivers and lakes is key to developing our 
tourism niche. We have an area of the province 
that has unique and abundant opportunities to 
engage with the outdoors and draw others in for 
that purpose but once we get them there are 
no services to sell (thereby making additional 
profit to stay in the area). As an example peo-
ple come from all over HRM and the province to 
enjoy the NMR trail system but once there they 
don't spend money in our region because they 
are out in the woods and there are no services 
handy. If we want to capitalize on our invest-
ment we need to value add ideas such as a local 
owned bike servicing station, or cafe to fuel up 
for the trek into the woods located adjacent to 
the trail is an example of capitalizing on that 
niche and adding value to the location. If we 
have the traffic coming into those places for 
these purposes why not try to capitalize on it?

Community Garden A recreational park on the lake in Enfield would 
be a great addition to the area.

Personal physical fitness is my perspective here Open space and unstructured play opportunities 
are under represented in EH recreational infra-
structure at the moment.

These are all things that get people out and 
active in the community

A recreation centre for more activities and 
sports is needed or open up the school gyms for 
more time.

An off leash dog park would be a wonderful 
asset to the area, providing a place for folks to 
take their pets and keeping pet mess off play-
grounds and sports fields.

Off-leash dog park would be great but not a 
priority. Would rather have more/extended 
playgrounds and family facilities, like improved 
pool, etc.

Bike trails and sidewalks are the best recre-
ational facilities for my family and we don't 
have enough of them.

I stated that the waterfront access was unim-
portant because East Hants is not known for 
its watercourses, other than a few lakes in Mt 
Uniacke and one main one in Enfield, the rest of 
EH is not water prevelant, therefore an unim-
portant issue.

Comments for Question 9
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Question 10: Please rate your satisfaction with the following in your community:

A majority of respondents indicated that they 
were strongly satisfied or satisfied with the avail-
ability of sidewalks, paths and trails (54.1%); 
quality of sidewalks, paths and trails (59.7%); 
and the safety of walking (58.9%). A majority of 
respondents indicated that they were strongly 
dissatisfied or dissatisfied with the safety of biking 
(53.8%); the number and variety of stores (54.2%); 
and recreation opportunities (48.8%).

Question Options
(rating grid as shown below)

Strongly
Satisfied Satisfied Uncertain Dissatisfied Strongly

Dissatisfied
Availability 

of sidewalks, 
paths & trails

10
8.3%

55
45.8%

16
13.3%

34
28.3%

5
4.2%

Quality of 
sidewalks, 

paths & trails

9
7.6%

62
52.1%

21
17.6%

24
20.2%

3
2.5%

Safety of 
walking

9
7.6%

61
51.3%

11
9.2%

28
23.5%

10
8.4%

Safety of 
biking

4
3.4%

25
21.0%

26
21.8%

49
41.2%

15
12.6%

The number 
and variety of 

stores

11
9.2%

34
28.3%

10
8.3%

53
44.2%

12
10.0%

The overall 
appearance

12
10.2%

62
52.5%

21
17.8%

18
15.3%

5
4.2%

Overall level 
of safety

17
14.2%

74
61.7%

16
13.3%

9
7.5%

4
3.3%

Recreation 
opportunities

1
0.8%

43
36.1%

17
14.3%

49
41.2%

9
7.6%

Schools 24
20.2%

62
52.1%

12
10.1%

17
14.3%

4
3.4%
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A new high school needs to be built Would like to have access to private school in Lantz/ 
Elmsdale to help our child who has learning chal-
lenges.

Would like a replacement to the Bargain Shop for 
general necessities. A high school in the Enfield/
Elmsdale area would also be nice, and expanded rec 
facilities. But overall, area is great.

We need to work on a green belt area with lots of 
walking trails and biking trails. Also, the sidewalks 
are great but it is almost impossible to safely share 
the roads with bikers as there is not enough room to 
pass a biker without crossing the middle line.

Desperately in need of a new high school HERH needs immediate replacement
The community of Enfield does NOT only include the 
subdivisions of White Estates and Alderney. Side-
walks are non-existent past the Legion and while I 
agree the cost would be prohibitive to install these 
along Old Horne Settlement Road or Old Enfield 
Road...even improving the shoulders of these roads 
would allow for safer walking. In many areas, the 
shoulder is mere inches from the white line.

a lot of these questions are geared more to people 
living in the Elmsdale area. It is important we have 
some of these services. Be wonderful to have a park 
in the area for walking, biking. Not really safe to do 
so on side of roads due to traffic and the drivers. 
Would be wonderful for a place to take our kids for 
outdoor family fun and know we are safe

HERH needs to be replaced. Better shoulder on the roads or designated bike 
lanes

Seriously need a new high school to service this 
greatly expanding area. HERH is a dangerous outdat-
ed derelict resource

There are certain areas that need sidewalks because 
of all the walkers and the cars that speed like it is a 
race track. I live on HWY 277 and it is a drag strip. I 
am shocked one of the walkers hasn't been hit.

Need a new high school! High school needs to be updated or new one com-
pletely.

The municipality needs to work harder to get a 
multipurpose store back into our community. With 
the loss of the bargain shop we lost the ability to 
purchase inexpensive household items within the 
community. For seniors this has posed a problem 
because they are now required to drive further to 
make a small value purchase (ie hand towels and 
underwear). The development that is ongoing at 
the Elmsdale shopping mall has removed one of the 
communities most convenient shopping locations. 
When the roof was protecting the sidewalk between 
stores i would often stroll from store to store to 
browse items (ie while waiting for my prescription 
or waiting for someone at a hair appointment) this 
leads to additional unplanned purchases and an in-
crease in spending in the community. Now that will 
happen less frequently as there is no roof , people 
don’t want to walk along in the rain or bright sun, 
or as happens for most of the year, snow.

To explain dissatisfied comments: Stores: Would like 
to have more commercial stores such as walmart, 
however, understand the population is needed first 
for further development Recreation Opportunities & 
Schools: The Milford pool is very cold. My daughter 
goes to lessons in Sackville because Milford pool is 
too cold. As for the schools, specifically the Milford 
High-school, I have only been inside of it once, but 
it seems in need of either replacement or a renova-
tion. I'm interested in better community transpor-
tation as well. At the very least a bus to the airport 
would be valuable and beneficial. People could 
access airport bus to get to Halifax. Would be good 
to also put a parking lot somewhere for EH residents 
to park and access airport metro transit bus

No sidewalks leaves me dissatisfied. Our trails/paths 
etc are great.

Need upgrades to HERH. Hwy 2 too narrow for bikers

Comments for Question 10
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Our High School is very very old, lacks a gym and is 
desperate need of replacement.

Recreation seems limited to being able to pay for 
almost all of it and travelling away from home to 
enjoy it

The age and quality of the high school is not accept-
able.

I live on Alderney Drive in Enfield. My three children 
can not walk or bike ride on our street. The speed 
people drive on the street and the lack of sidewalks 
makes it incredibly unsafe to do so.

The high school is in desperate need of an upgrade! The issue that I have is that a new road is laid. A 
few months later, road is torn apart and services 
installed. Seems pretty backwards way of operating. 
Not to mention there is yet another bump in the 
road

We have no sidewalks and should not be dumped 
with trails.

We need a new high school building.

A new High School to replace HERH was needed 5 
years ago. Without a new school in the next few 
years family’s will be motivated to have their teens 
attend out of area schools or they may move alto-
gether.

We need a new high school but the elementary and 
middle schools are wonderful, new, clean...

Not enough sidewalks. Not enough walking/hiking 
trails. Biking is dangerous in the corridor. Commu-
nity beautification is required to draw more people 
to East Hants. We need more housing projects with 
more green areas.

I marked variety of stores as dissatisfied. Unfortu-
nately most of the stores in our communities have 
endured the test of time with little competition. 
This lack of competition has driven the need for high 
quality service down in a majority of sectors. This 
poor service can drive down and cripple growth.

A new high school is well over due, I have serious 
concerns about students not having potable water 
and the structure needs to be updated in order to 
provide classroom opportunities to students to bet-
ter prepare them for university.

I think I understand why sidewalks were included 
with trials and paths in this question, but for a rural 
area like mine, it made the question hard to answer. 
I don't want a sidewalk, but more trails would be 
welcome.

Not happy that my children will have to attend 
HERH I am praying the school gets demolished, it 
should be considered unhealthy for our children. I 
found it to be extremely dirty and broken

The level of safety is good however in the school ar-
eas where children need to cross the road to get to 
and from school, there should be crosswalks to use. 
There is also a HUGE need for a new high school to 
replace HERH. I know this comes from the provincial 
government but if the municipality was behind the 
project maybe a new one would be built.

Enough huge recreation projects! We are paying 
enough taxes for them now. The curling rink is one 
I think we could have lived without, especially with 
one already so close. With the amount of people 
who will use the thing I will resent every cent I pay 
for it. We need some stores back, the area is losing 
my dollars as I drive to the city everytime I need 
something other than groceries.

I find that Milford has a great balance of the noted 
items above. It would be excellent to have the ten-
nis courts repaired (as the closest courts would be 
halifax area or truro - giving East Hants and oppor-
tunity here); crosswalks / school crosswalks should 
be reviewed / updated; Milford Recreation Associa-
tion should be fully supported by East Hants (as they 
currently are it seems) as they are in a very unique 
and beneficial position with their facilities - includ-
ing trails.
In Elmsdale every morning there are numerous chil-
dren trying to cross the main road to reach their bus 
stops and there are no crosswalks.
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Question 11: Should the Municipality continue to protect agricultural lands from develop-
ment?

Question Options
(single selection)

Yes
No

Don’t know

A strong majority of respondents (80.5%) agreed 
that the Municipality should continue to protect 
agricultural lands from development, with 16.1% 
of respondents indicating that they don’t know.

Question 12: Is it important to control development to ensure the tourism potential of scenic 
areas?

A strong majority of respondents (82.2%) agreed 
that it is important to control development to 
ensure the tourism potential of scenic areas, with 
11% of respondents indicating that they don’t 
know.

Question Options
(single selection)

Yes
No

Don’t know
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Question 13: Is there a recent development in East Hants that you particularly like or dislike, 
and why?

A general trend towards favoured develop-
ment types were traditional, small village 
architecture like the new Cup of Soul de-
velopment. Other common favoured choic-
es were the sportsplex and soccer dome,

Apartment development on Kali Lane near 
Curly Portables was seen as a negative by 
most respondents.  Issues cited with apart-
ment buildings include traffic, completely 
removing vegetation during construction, 
and the impact on rural character. Respon-
dents citing apartments as a positive addi-
tion noted that apartments are good start-
er homes for young families.

Question Options
(comment field)

Apartments in Elmsdale are good for young families 
to get started before moving into a house.

The influx of apartment buildings being built along 
the main stretch in Enfield in between Kali Lane and 
Curlys.

Burntcoat Head Park: scenic, natural, interesting. The townhouse/duplexes going in along Hwy 2 in 
Elmsdale, there isn't sufficient traffic capacity along 
Hwy 2 to handle a high density development

Dislike - New subdivisions should require utility ca-
bles be buried.

The duplex development next to Kali Lane...every 
tree has been cut. Development plans looks like a 
typical Ontario cookie-cutter subdivision. Awful!

Dislike the fracking in Kennetcook, Noel and Walton 
and want to be banned.

I like to see the expansion taking place in the sobeys 
park and also the improvements on the look. I'm 
concerned with rumours of a large trailer park com-
ing to our area. Like the new big stop.

Dislike the new townhomes being built on hwy 2 
besides tots

Soccer dome...more recreation for kids. Huge drug 
problem out here. Cheaper recreation needs to be 
available.

East Hants Sportsplex!!! Potential for 200 fracking wells to be drilled in Ken-
netcook - I hate this idea and will move out of east 
hants if it happens!

I like that the lines on the road have been colored 
again.

The amount of traffic along highway 2 is unreal. We 
need an overpass out in, lights, alternative roads...

Renovation of a couple older homes in Elmsdale into 
commercial space was done so nicely. Maintaining 
the rich heritage of the area, while enabling new 
business to thrive is very impressive to me. Cup of 
soul and another property that is for sale is they 
type of face lift the area needs to attract newer 
business.

I like the small park area with gazebo type building 
along highway two by the Elmwood Toddler child 
care. It would be great to have the park as a place 
for families to visit and host events.

Comments for Question 13
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I really like the sportsplex Like the development of Burncoat Head park and 
the help the municipality is offering to the Frieze & 
Roy general store.

I would love for the curling club to actually get 
built.

Housing developments should be required to leave 
at least 20% of the trees and at least 10 ' of trees 
along all side and backs of properties.

I would love to see more little paths in the neigh-
bourhoods.

The upcoming curling rink is a sticking point for me. 
I think it will be very expensive for the taxpayer 
with very little engagement for the population.

Lack of amenities Need more developments in Milford less farms! It 
stinks!!

Like seeing more commercial stores coming in The one by curly’s is pathetic. This is way too big for 
our area

Looking forward to new stores in the elmsdale mall. The development along the Enfield to Elmsdale 
stretch does nothing for the appearance of the 
town.

Love convent lane and cup of soul. Hate red building 
next to cup of soul.

I was very sad to see the Walton Wharf torched and 
left in such a state. So much history treated so poor-
ly.

Love the Dome I like the sidewalks in the Corridor. I think you could 
take a really long safe walk on them.

Love the new Cup of Soul Cafe. Also like the expan-
sion on the MacMillan Centre.

The proposed curling rink in Lantz is not required or 
needed - the community centre with a multi-pur-
pose gymnasium that involves youth and all ages in 
highly recommended.

Not particularly. However, I think its important to 
preserve our rural heritage in view that we are be-
coming more a bedroom community of Halifax and 
with that more commercial and industrial develop-
ment. For me, I request that we choose wisely and 
not develop for the sake of urbanization but for 
what works for us in our rural setting.

I dislike the past proposed Inland Port for Lantz / 
Milford. Like many residents in this area, I am not 
anti-development but appropriate development is 
important. I believe we need to focus more on de-
velopments that suit our communities, and for Mil-
ford / Shubenacadie area, that would be more agri 
- tourism commercial based business. Incorporate 
our existing / future agriculture into commercial 
activity and allow residential development to spawn 
(without sprawl) from that.

The new housing development by Tots Academy and 
behind the Weekly Press. I have serious concerns 
because of the potential for school over crowding 
and the impact on traffic. You WILL create more 
traffic accidents when you significantly increase the 
# of cars in a small area with only one main traffic 
artery.

The possible development in neighbouring HRM in 
Enfield between Old Post (by the Big Stop) and Old 
Truro Rd. (past the Medical Centre) is particularly 
concerning because of the ground water tables. The 
development is rumoured to be very large.

Possibility of Inland Port as potential for Economic 
Development

No need of a 102 off ramp to Lantz. A bedroom 
community, this would adversely affect our quality 
of life.

Rink/dome/curling rink. The community needs to 
focus on more than hockey curling and soccer.

The large amount of small "bungalow" type resi-
dences, and the small spaces they are jammed into. 
The clear cutting of small green spaces to put in a 
limited number of houses.

Sidewalks.. need more of them MacInnis Trail in Shubenacadie
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All of the apartments on Kali Lane and all of the 
development near Curly Portables by White Estates. 
Out of scale with overall community; has and will 
create additional traffic flow problems; no corre-
sponding public green space and parks.

Not a development but it seems there are more 
improvements and expansions in the Elmsdale area 
and no improvements or expansions in Milford or 
Shubenacadie

Soccer Dome and new commercial space at exit 8 I dislike the new subdivison going in next to Tot's 
Academy. It will be all duplexs and ruins the scenic 
look of the drive on HWY 2

Soccer dome allows a variety of activities other than 
soccer

The development behind Alderney Drive. It was a 
lovely space to take my children and explore the 
woods without having to drive anywhere.

Sportsplex! It's a fantastic place add a pool and keep 
the ice in all year.

Seniors housing behind EH Horne are very nicely 
done - aesthetically pleasing. Royal Bank makeover. 
Garden Meadows - nice homes, big lots, paved

Like the Sportsplex, and especially the track open 
to public. Wonderful in winter, for our seniors, etc. 
Hockey and soccer, and field sports great too, but 
pool is so beneficial in individual sports. Strongly 
feel that if we could have proper facility of this 
kind, believe many surrounding communities would 
benefit, and be using. Think if facility with pool and 
meeting rooms, etc. many, many more wonderful 
municipal recreational programs could be offered 
here. Like the Strides community gym, and having 
medical services, pharmacies, grocery stores,etc. 
allowing us to shop and live at home for these 
things. Believe some kind of general department 
store would do well here too.

I am interested in the development happening at 
the elmsdale shopping centre but am concerned 
that it will look like the strip mall in bedford (bed-
ford crossing) and won't have a community feel but 
will instead have a corporate feel. The customer 
and community friendly nature of the roofed in side-
walk is a sad thing to lose. I really enjoy the feel of 
the main street in elmsdale and an example of the 
type of development that is positive is the renova-
tions to a heritage type property to accommodate 
the expansion of the Cup of Soul. This is the type of 
development we should be seeking in the elmsdale 
area, maintaining and creating a local look and feel 
that is traditional and small townish. That is what 
we are and that is why we live here. We like being a 
small town with great opportunity and amenities.

The developments that are being made seem to only 
suit the upper class citizens

The addition to the Lantz Sportsplex

I don’t like all the apartment buildings on the main 
street of Elmsdale, seems like there would be a 
better place around here to put them. Some better 
quality places to have a decent meal instead of just 
fast food... too many of those !!

The development beside Tots Academy is an open 
eyesore with a flood pool by the main road, and is 
a danger to local children. We need to ensure we 
maintain a rural community feeling while growing 
our communities.

Love the playground at the Lion’s Den - wish there 
was a bathroom there though. Really like the recent 
commercial activity in Elmsdale (Cup of Soul Cafe, 
etc.) and all of the older / run down properties be-
ing renovated / replaced.

The possibility of the trailer park is unacceptable. 
The new subdivision currently underway by Curlys, 
those places are way too expensive for what they 
are offering.

Too many apartment buildings are popping up every-
where

There is too much traffic

Too many detached multi home developments..
overcrowding

That mess they Call the Irving Big Stop, whoever 
designed that BS needs to be re-educated, but thats 
on the Halifax Side.

Duplexes and mobile home parks Soccer Dome - Like
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Question 14: Is there something you like about another area that East Hants could benefit 
from?

Many residents citied amenities for this 
question: movie theatres, shops, transit, 
splash pads, recreational programming, or 
a new pool. Areas that residents enjoyed 
and think East Hants can learn from in-
clude Wolfville and the New Glasgow river-
front.

Question Options
(comment field)

k&a taxi is the best thing they've done so far. But 
again, not affordable!

The beautification society's elmsdale station gazebo 
but it is unfortunate that no event are ever planned 
in this space. Outdoor concert would be nice once in 
awhile.

New development on highway 214 seems silly con-
sidering that the roadway needs to be updated and 
widened to carry the traffic brought on by all these 
housing developments !!

The one on highway # 2. It's a mess. Should be okay 
when completed but is going slow. Remove that big 
mound of fill and get the hole drained. Still water 
great attraction for mosquitoes.

I STRONGLY dislike the development that is going 
in beside Tots Academy. It has been a huge mud 
pit since they began the development, they did 
not leave hardly any trees between the new de-
velopment and the old development so now you 
can see the whole back of the street that it butts 
up against. This is not the type of development I 
expected to see when I moved to East Hants. This 
looks like the type of development you see in the 
new parts of Bedford! This is a horrible develop-
ment!

The increased housing developments in East Hants, 
particularly two major ones in Enfield are cause for 
concern in relation to traffic flow already an issue 
on # 2 highway through the corridor area.

The one beside the baptist church in Elmsdale is an 
eyesore. Are they ever going to finish it. It just looks 
like a mess.

There is growing amounts of buildings/ businesses 
popping up between macdonalds and lenos. The 
road cannot handle the traffic and needs to be im-
proved. A lot of the rush hour traffic heading north-
bound exits at enfield to avoid the backlog/ awful 
road/ slow lights at enfield

Taxes seem high compared to Truro and Colchester, 
which offer more services for residents.

Affordable senior housing so you don't have to leave 
the area

A new pool More sidewalks
Amenities. Where in east hants can you buy your 
kids sneakers? No where! We have 4 kids!

Enjoy the tennis courts in milford. would be nice to 
have some in the elmsdale area.

Annapolis Royal has it right. A new or upgraded aquatic center, Truro has a beau-
tiful facility as well as the Canada Games Center or 
Cole Harbour Place

Bus terminal at Carpool area at Exit 7 to connect 
with Metro X bus 320.

Affordable, reliable and frequent Public transporta-
tion, other than taxi service to Halifax and Halifax 
Airport is required.

Comments for Question 14



 18 Community Goals Survey Results Summary

Community vegetable garden Activities for seniors, 
bowling alley New Olympic size pool

An olympic sized swimming pool in the Corridor 
area. With a kiddie pool, water slide, etc. Really we 
just need a better pool, but there are discussions 
about the need for an olympic sized one in HRM, so 
why not put one here.

Benjamin Moore has a paint scheme going on on 
Quinpool Rd, Halifax. Maybe, with the aid of Benja-
min Moore, we could get some of our communities 
to paint some of the century homes in a Lunenburg/
St.John’s style (bright multi-coloured) to highlight 
the Maritime/Atlantic tradition.

Metro Transit. a lot of people can't AFFORD cars. And 
definitely cant afford daily taxis. Therefore they 
can't work unless its within walking distance which 
is EXTREMELY difficult. Its impossible for elmsdale 
to grow without transportation and proper housing 
units.

Different types of stores, allowing people to shop 
locally.

I think each time a road in EH is paved, we should 
be considering putting in a sidewalk. EH should also 
look at smaller park/playground/splashpads in all 
areas of the municipality.

Dollar store, Giant Tiger, Canadian Tire and a Mark's 
Work Warehouse.

Curling rink

Love the River Park in Stewiacke. It would be so nice 
to have an area like that here. The playground and 
shelter, bathrooms and trails are just lovely right 
beside the river. Would love to see a rails to trail 
conversion - or something similar - that would cre-
ate a long stretch of fairly easy walking and biking 
trails.

Gordon Snow Centre in Fall River has many programs 
available to large population for very reasonable 
prices, or even better, for free. A shame when our 
citizens travel there for programming or to Lower 
Sackville pool, when we could have everyone here 
but not programming or facility to support it.

Ensuring maximum populations per square footage 
are reasonable for a rural area.

More recreation in other areas such as better swim-
ming pool, curling club, bowling, tennis courts...

I love Truro's new pool facility. The splash park in 
Bible Hill is a nice addition as well.

I think we could utilize the beauty of the Shubie 
River in our area a bit better

I think that there should be a movie theatre in the 
Elmsdale area.

Recreational facilities should have funding from the 
Municipality to run and upkeep; not just grants and 
volunteer driven.

East Hants is not progressive. We need outside-the-
box ideas to make us a destination for potential 
residents, businesses and tourists. Ideas to pursue: 
Think infrastructure like transit access (rail), 102 
highway ramp access in Lantz to reduce traffic con-
gestion in Corridor, and open the other side of the 
highway for major commercial and residential devel-
opment. Access to services are needed to maintain 
the growth we’re used to.

I think that the corridor area could benefit from 
utilizing our transportation corridor much better. we 
need to look at the vast number of individuals who 
live in our area but work in the city and may work 
with metro transit to connect some public trans-
portation with our community. There is already a 
bus that runs from the airport but with some lob-
bying and partnering in the enfield area maybe we 
could make an arrangement that East Hants puts up 
the funds to build a bus stop and parking lot that 
the 320 airport bus could service during peak work 
hours. We also have a Railway that runs directly 
through our community into downtown halifax. 
again with some intra municipal partnering a strate-
gy could be developed to utilize existing infrastruc-
ture to alleviate the gridlock on the 102 and 118, a 
lot of the pressure is coming from our area so why 
not partner with HRM in some public transportation 
strategies?
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I would love to see more cafés like the Cup of 
Soul...antique shops...character.

Would love to see a community recreation center 
for families that are cost effective and something to 
encourage families to take part in these

Inverness has banned fracking within community 
limits

A new pool/recreational/multi functional facili-
ty would be a great asset to the community as a 
whole.

Less farms more shopping and sidewalks and water 
and sewer! We are stuck in the 50s!!!

The round-about at Milford should somehow be rep-
licated for elmsdale. Coming from Truro and exiting 
off at Elmsdale, its impossible to take a left hand 
turn at rush-hour

If you look at commercial activity such as Masstown 
Market, you could see business such as that work-
ing well in Milford area - acknowledging that areas 
like Milford eventually need commercial tax dollars 
to pay for sewer upgrades, sidewalks, etc. Milford 
could quite possibly resemble a town like Wolfville 
if planned appropriately (without the University 
obviously).

A multipurpose center that includes swimming, 
skating, sports, gym etc. similar to the sackville 
sports stadium. I very much dislike the pool being 
all the way in milford and it is sooooooo old. Having 
something more centralized and all together in one 
complex is perfect. We use sackville sports stadium 
a lot and I hate having to drive all the way there. It 
would be nice to have something that you could buy 
a membership to the facility and use many aspects 
of. It.

More cross walks to safely cross #2 hwy Lower business taxes
More variety in pool areas for younger children Making the Noel Shore a more tourist-friendly area 

(more amenities such as gas, grocery and smooth 
roads).

Many things. Variety of restaurants, bowling alley, 
sportsplex that includes a swimming pool with water 
slides and kiddie areas, movie theatre, more shop-
ping stores, additional sports like figure skating, 
gymnastics, floor hockey, lacrosse,

Visibility of staff in all areas of the Municipality to 
ensure that everyone gets the same attention and 
gets what they truly need instead of things getting 
put to the side because all areas need different 
things at different times and it not showing benefit 
to one area should not matter because it matters to 
the community asking for it

New swimming pool, gym, etc. the facility built on 
Truro would,be fantastic here.

Mountain bike paths

No, I enjoy East Hants just as it is, except for the 
increased traffic along the # 2 highway.

I would love to see a large outdoor/indoor recre-
ation area in the Milford area, the parks here is very 
tiny, and a large rec area would be great for encour-
aging outdoor/indoor physical activity in both chil-
dren & adults. My vision of this would include both a 
slide/climbing/swing type area for children & fitness 
activities centres for adults, along with a picnic area 
for people to have family outings on a regular basis.

Off leash dogs areas like Shubie Park that offers 
both off and on leash areas.

We need a new pool, badly. Why we have two ice 
surfaces for a small minority of children who play 
hockey and a cesspool for swimming is mind bog-
gling.

Outdoor splash pads and playgrounds, like in Hali-
fax, would be a great addition.

Point Pleasant Park in Halifax and Victoria Park in 
Truro are 2 examples of enjoying the outdoors for 
families - their unique designs and access benefit 
many members of those communities.
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Play fields, i.e. football, baseball, etc. trails that go places, not that are self contained. 
(Fredericton) More money to recreation facilities 
Aquatic Center with splash pad and pool

Splash pad, more retail Curling Facility in Windsor; Riverfront improvements 
in New Glasgow; community entrance signs like you 
see in the Annapolis Valley towns and villages at 
each entrance ;bypass such as in Charlottetown to 
reduce congestion in downtown areas.

The talk surrounding the development at the airport there is only sidewalks on the main road, we also do 
not have a children's splash pad like other commu-
nities which would be nice to see. Our recreation 
organizations are not as well organized and we tend 
to go outside the community for programs.

There's lots of lakes. I have recently been travelling in Quebec and have 
noticed that almost every small community offers 
a splash park built in with their playgrounds. Upon 
further investigation I have learned that there are 
similar playparks in Nova Scotia. These are beauti-
ful areas for children to play that are not attached 
to a school. Victoria Park in Truro would be a great 
example.

Traffic circle for exit 8 similar to Larry Uteck drive. If you are going to develop the population this much 
then there needs to be bigger/new schools and more 
infrastructure developed to support the growing 
population

We need a community centre that Guides/Scouts 
can meet and non-profits can use for meetings

Yes, outdoor concerts, patios for cafés and restau-
rants, hiking trails, accessibility to rivers for canoe-
ing.

We need more recreation. Sports fields, pool, trails, 
etc...

It would be great to access rec programs from one 
place...I realize most programs can be found on EH 
Sportsplex site, but some things aren't. I also have 
a difficult time finding out info about various events 
that are happening in the area. A one-stop info 
place would be good for that - I..e "What's happen-
ing Halifax website"

A nice local park not close to the road/ highway 
would be very nice

Just an over all clean up of the area would im-
mensely attract new business. Having properties, es-
pecially commercial that look run down or unkempt 
properties, especially in the parks are not attractive 
at all.
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Question 15: Are there any other issues that you feel the Municipality should evaluate as part 
of this Planning Review which have not been addressed in this survey?

Question Options
(comment field)

Many residents citied issues that the Mu-
nicipality can not address directly during 
a Community Plan such as: a new high 
school, fracking, taxes and social services. 
There was a significant amount of diversity 
in responses, however responses regarding 
traffic management, building crosswalks 
and sidewalks were common.

Around water monitoring especially in new de-
velopments. Wind energy development.

Traffic issues are a huge problem at almost 
every exit from Hwy 102 into our community. 
Without another access from Hwy 102 to Hwy 2 
there will be massive traffic problems in the fu-
ture if we are to continue developing the area. 
Large commercial areas (such as malls) should 
not have restaurants or stores near entry/exit 
points of the parking lots. Setbacks from those 
intersections should be increased substantially 
from what currently exists in the area.

At the moment the high school would be my 
biggest concern!

Attraction of commercial business to ease the 
burden on tax payers. Also remove capped as-
sessments.

Bus service to Halifax Garbage / recycling / water / sewage treat-
ment Where will these be put? Do we have 
enough water?

CROSSWALKS!!!! Access to sports facilities like indoor basketball 
courts and track facilities would be a nice addi-
tion for the area.

Could use more traffic lights. Traffic is going to be a huge problem if you keep 
allowing multi-unit complex's to be built. It is 
already congested enough along the main ar-
tery. Another exit needs to be created coming 
out of Lantz onto the highway.

Service (water and sewage) availability. Too 
many houses are built on land where you cannot 
get enough water with a dug well. Developers 
should have to dig a test well before they can 
sell a piece of land to prove that there is suf-
ficient water. The number of people in Enfield 
that buy water is ridiculous. We had to drill a 
$15,000 well (over 430 feet) to get water after 
we built our house.

- Attract more commercial development in East 
Hants in the right locations to keep more jobs 
and people in this area - residential taxes are 
too high for the few services we receive. - Ar-
range public meetings on a weekend to get 
ideas and input - more people would probably 
attend. - Look at some community designs from 
Maine and Vermont - they have clean, well-
planned, and well-designed communities where 
people live, work and play.

High school needs to be updated! No

Comments for Question 15
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Hydraulic Fracturing Ban High school
I pay more property taxes than residents of HRM 
with more services (busses, shopping etc)

Yes. I am not opposed to trailer park but do not 
like the purposed location. I don't want to see it 
when you come into Elmsdale sticking out like a 
sore thumb.

If taxes are going to be so high, we need to 
have more services to show for it!

East Hants Swimming Pool changing rooms are 
disgusting and small, this building needs im-
provements

Keep the commercial area inone place, not all 
spread out through elmsdale.

Look of the Business Park in Elmsdale. Very 
unattractive from the highway with tin clad 
buildings and completely cleared lots . Should 
be covenants to ensure better quality buildings, 
good landscaping, trees etc.

Less lip service, more action. Get another highway exit off the 102 in Lantz to 
curb traffic in Elmsdale/Enfield. We need cross-
walks. Even Tatamogouche has crosswalks.

NEW HIGH SCHOOL Traffic concerns on the main road. It's very busy 
and at certain times of day. Trying to get out 
of side roads onto the main road is very diffi-
cult. For example by home hardware, trying to 
get on the #2 from the enfield rd. people cut 
through the wasp parking lot or home hardware.

I have major issues with our current swimming 
pool. The facility is incredibly outdated and 
unwelcoming for a family, especially if only one 
parent is able to bring the children. There is 
no family change room at all which presents a 
safety issue if you have to send a child into the 
changing room unattended!

A new high school needs to be of top priority 
immediately. We pay high enough taxes to de-
serve a school with same opportunities as other 
rural areas in the province. This will also attract 
more people to our community.

New pool, new high school needed. New high school needed
Zoning issues. The mis-match of residential, 
commercial, industrial along Highway 2 is quite 
unattractive. Road network. Highway 214 re-
quires a major upgrade / widening. Further, the 
exit 8 ramp (when coming to Elmsdale from the 
north - Truro way - is a high risk accident area).

I thinknit would be beneficial to have a set of 
lights at the hardware in enfield. There is a 
large amount of traffic that passes through that 
intersection and it becomes extremely bottle-
necked. An exit at hornsettlement (one exiting 
north and one heading south) would take some 
of this pressure off

No trailer parks Traffic issues, especially left turns from MacMil-
lan Drive at school times, from the Sportsplex 
in the evening, and from the ramp of the 102 
coming from Truro.

Not really. Public transportation
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The Municipality should have a team focused on 
assisting people to build their projects within 
reasonable development guidelines rather than 
shooting them down. Your last Development Of-
ficer was terrible for this, but here’s hoping you 
will turn a page now that he’s gone.

There DEFINITELY needs to be more recreational 
facilities designed for pre-teens/teens - get the 
kids involved in the planning and development 
process - they will benefit greatly from this and 
respect the process more!!

Speed limits in subdivisions, crosswalks... The infrastructure that we have in place in the 
elmsdale area is not enough to accomodate the 
creeeping increase in traffic. the worst area is 
exit 8, the volume of cars in that area is huge 
and the road going into elmsdale is narrow. a 
solution needs to be found to get that traffic 
moving better. for years there has been talk of 
an additional exit being built out through Lantz. 
i am not certain who was in charge of the plan-
ning for this but it appears that the most usable 
land for this new exit has now been developed 
into residential properties which will cause no 
end of headaches when the exit does eventual-
ly get built. The talk that has been circukating 
about the additional development being consid-
ered for the HRM side of elmsdale/lantz/dutch 
settlement is certainly going to place pressure 
on the existing infrastructure and highways in 
our municipality, this is where we can leverage 
some partnerships with HRM to get some $$ for 
highway and access improvements possibly.

Transportation, access to family doctors. When 
I first moved here, I learned that there is only 
one family doc practice in the Elmsdale En-
field area and they are not accepting patients. 
The receptionist advised they get 6 calls a day 
asking if they have availability for new patients. 
Perhaps this would work itself out as the com-
munity grows.

Traffic lights are a couple of intersections along 
Hwy 2. Old Enfield Road/ Elmwood Drive can 
have back ups quite a few cars long however 
only during rush hour communter times. This 
will only get worse as more of the land is devel-
oped. While these intersections do not require 
a fully operating traffic light system...a flash-
ing light system would be preparation for time 
when it WILL bee needed.

Water and sewer and sidewalks Business development should be a priority and 
support for entrepreneurs should be readily 
available. Business core zoning should be avail-
able to any property on the 214 highway. The 
Municipality should consider investing in an arts 
center, which could showcase the many artists 
and encourage an arts industry in the area.

Where and when they are going to build the 
new pool.

nursing home availability in rural areas
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Would like to see the park in the Poplar subdivi-
sion get better equipment

The fact that a property at the corner of hwy 14 
& hwy 2 that is left vacant, often has 18 wheel-
ers or other vehicles left parked there, and 
the current owners have no interest in main-
taining or selling the property. It is an eye-soar 
& I would love to see this piece of land put to 
better use then a glorified parking area for 18 
wheelers & people selling they cars.

nah. The use of human biosolid waste in agricultural 
practices. Potential impact on ground water and 
air quality etc.

Improved social services and programs, ex men-
tal health, family strengthening, drug problems, 
adhd and other support groups.

The roads! The roads in east hants are terrible.

There seems to be a large disconnect as to 
what programs and activities are available in 
the area. Summer camps? Recreation programs 
aside from hockey and swimming lessons? Se-
niors activities and programs? Free programs 
to encourage homeowners to spruce up their 
homes’ exteriors - with a possible rebate for 
those who do? So many other small towns have 
so much more going on and available than this 
area does even though we have a larger popu-
lation. The growth in community participation 
such as at the July 1st party at the Lion’s Den 
is a good example that people are looking for 
things to do. The old fair ground rides after 
the parade were horrible. Now it is becoming a 
community event. People want to be involved.

I think there needs to be more child care pro-
vided in the areas for parents who work shift 
work and find it very hard to find affordable 
child care where they don't have to travel in op-
posite directions from where they actually need 
to go; activities need to be more affordable and 
available to all children of most ages to pro-
mote physical fitness it should not be just for 
those that can "afford" the high payments of or-
ganized sport as we know it today, there needs 
to be a place they can interact with others and 
develop into great people

I've been reading a lot about community gar-
dens... where parcels of unused land are con-
verted into community agricultural areas for 
growing fresh food for the community. I'd be 
interested to see the possible up take of an 
initiative like this that could allow citizens to 
participate in the development, maintenance 
and harvest of food grown by community mem-
bers.

Too many surveys and reviews being done-too 
little action being taken- this money needs to 
be better spent within the communities to ad-
dress gaps for the tax paying residents- let the 
people who live here decide what is or is not 
needed, not another high paid planning group
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Question 16: How did you hear about this survey?

Facebook was the most used mechanism 
to access the survey, with 68.6% of re-
spondents hearing of the survey through 
the social media platform. Other digital 
mediums; the municipal website and email 
sent out to the notification list solicited a 
further 12.7% of respondents.

Question 17: If you want to be put on our email list for further updates, please provide your 
contact information.

An additional 33 contacts were added to 
the Plan Review email list.

Question Options
(single selection)

Question Options
First name (fill in)
Last name (fill in)

Email Address (fill in)

Question 18: How do you prefer to be notified of public meetings?

Facebook remains the preferred delivery 
mechanism of surveys by respondents, fol-
lowed by email and mailouts.

Question Options
(single selection)

Newsletter
Mailout

Municipal Website

Email
Facebook
Twitter

Municipal newsletter
Word of mouth

Municipal Website
Newspaper Ad

Poster

Email
Facebook
Twitter

Municipal Councillor
Other [Fill in]
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Conclusion

The results of the Community Goals Survey 
indicates that one of the most contentious 
issues for respondents during the Plan 
Review is multi-unit housing. Interesting-
ly, respondents overwhelmingly suggested 
that a focus of the plan review for their 
neighbourhood should be towards parks, 
recreation facilities and sidewalks. While 
residents felt that many different types of 
parks are important, the majority felt that 
playground parks and trails are the most 
critical.

Other priorities for respondents are im-
proving traffic flow and access to commer-
cial services.

Residents are uncertain if East Hants offers 
the amenity and housing options to allow 
residents to live in the Municipality at ev-
ery stage of their life. Only half of respon-
dents believe they could.

The vast majority of respondents agreed 
that the Municipality should continue to 
protect agricultural lands from develop-
ment and that it is important to control 

development to ensure the tourism poten-
tial of scenic areas.

Many residents citied issues that the Mu-
nicipality cannot address directly during 
a Community Plan such as: a new high 
school, fracking, taxes and social services. 
These issues may be able to be partially 
addressed through the process however: 
for example, an appropriate location for 
the new high school could be determined 
through this process.

Areas that residents enjoyed and think East 
Hants can learn from include Wolfville and 
the New Glasgow riverfront. This reflects 
respondents tendency to favour design ele-
ments that reflect small town, rural char-
acter, and that showcase the Municipality’s 
scenic beauty. 

Further research into neighbourhood de-
sign elements will be discussed as part 
of the Community Workshops that will be 
taking place throughout East Hants in the 
fall of 2014.
 


