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Heritage & Maitland 
Background 

Heritage in the context of this paper is Cultural Heritage and the definition includes churches, houses, 

farm buildings, streetscapes, cemeteries, industrial structures, historic districts, archaeological and 

palaeontological sites and cultural landscapes.  Heritage protection and promotion occurs at the 

Municipal, Provincial, Federal and International level.  At the international level, UNESCO administers 

the World Heritage Site Program.  This is a place that is listed by UNESCO as being of special cultural or 

physical significance.  The Old Town of Lunenburg, Joggins Fossil Cliffs and the Landscape of Grand Pré 

are sites within Nova Scotia which are included as UNESCO World Heritage Sites.  East Hants does not 

have any UNESCO recognized World Heritage Sites. 

 

There are no federally recognized historic places within East Hants.  Within Nova Scotia, examples of 

federally recognized historic places includes Province House in Halifax and Halifax City Hall.  

 

In 1980, the Government of Nova Scotia passed the Heritage Property Act, to help identify, protect and 

rehabilitate built heritage throughout the province.  Under the act, a heritage property is a building or 

structure and the land on which it is located; however protection is only afforded to exteriors.  

 

The Heritage Property Program offers three types of protection: 

 

i. Provincial Registry of Heritage Properties; 

ii. Municipal Registries of Heritage Properties; and 

iii. Heritage Conservation Districts. 

 

In addition to the Heritage Property Act the province has two other Acts which help to preserve the 

province’s rich history: The Special Places Protection Act which supports the protection of 

archaeological, historic and natural sites; and The Cemeteries Protection Act which supports the 

protection of burial plots and cemeteries. 

 

Within East Hants there are four sites which 

are provincially recognized. The Uniacke 

Estate Museum Park in Mount Uniacke is 

protected and recognized under the Special 

Places Protection Act.  Under the Provincial 

Registry of Heritage Properties, Smith-

Duckenfield House in Selma, Springhurst in 

Maitland, and Lawrence House in Maitland are 

all recognized.  The Provincial Registry of 

Heritage Properties is a list of buildings and 

structures that have been deemed to have a 

provincial level of heritage value. 
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A Municipal Registry of Heritage Properties is a list of properties and structures that have been deemed 

to have a local or community level of heritage value.  The Municipality has adopted the Heritage 

Property By-Law which administers the protection of the registered heritage properties.   

 

Heritage value may extend beyond a single building to a group of related structures and their overall 

setting.  In this case, several properties can be collectively protected through the establishment of a 

heritage conservation district.  According to the Heritage Conservation District Regulations the purpose 

of a conservation plan is to ‘(a) provide statements of policy that address problems and opportunities 

concerning the conservation of the historic or architectural value of buildings and structures in the 

district and their setting; and (b) identify expenditures, initiatives and conservation by-law provisions 

for the implementation of the conservation plan’.  In 1995 Maitland was declared Nova Scotia’s first 

Heritage Conservation District and is now one of only five in Nova Scotia.  Heritage conservation 

districts help to protect a greater piece of a community’s history and identity.   

 

 

Heritage Conservation District Plan and By-law 

In accordance with the provisions of the Heritage Property Act and 

the Heritage Conservation District Regulations, the Municipality 

adopted the Heritage Conservation District Plan and By-law in 1995.  

The Plan expresses the intentions of the East Hants Municipal 

Council with respect to conservation of the historic and 

architectural value of buildings and structures and their setting in a 

portion of Maitland.  The Heritage Conservation District By-law was 

adopted in conjunction with the Plan and contains specific 

regulations, design guidelines and administrative procedures 

through which the policies of the Plan are implemented.  This 

document was produced 20 years ago and staff recommend that the 

plan and by-law should undergo a review.  The review will consider 

whether the plan and by-law requires amendments to take account 

of any changes to the Conservation District and changes to 

regulations.  A review of the bylaw will also take account of 

changes to best practices regarding heritage conservation areas. 

 

According to Alyssa te Bogt in her thesis ‘Maitland Heritage Conservation District: Changes to the Built 

Environment since the creation of the 1995 Maitland Heritage Conservation Plan & Bylaw’ some 

residents are unsure as to whether they are within the Conservation District or not and some haven’t 

considered the conservation plan and bylaw when undertaking renovations.  There is an opportunity, 

with a review of the conservation plan and bylaw, to provide some education around the purpose and 

vision of the plan and bylaw.   

 

Financial Assistance 

The Heritage Property Act sets out provisions to enable financial assistance to be provided to owners of 

registered heritage properties.  The provincial government offer three types of financial assistance.  

The following information is taken from the department of Communities, Culture and Heritage website 

regarding their financial assistance programs. 
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Conservation Advice Grants 

This grant will support fees associated to prepare a conservation report by a professional (such as a 

licensed architect or engineer) engaged to advise on the exterior conservation or structural integrity 

of a registered building or monument/grave marker.   

 

Eligible applicants include owners of registered provincial heritage properties, municipally registered 

heritage properties, and properties located within an approved municipal heritage conservation 

district. 

 

The maximum grant available will be 50% of the costs to prepare the conservation advice report to a 

maximum of $3,000.   

 

Conservation Work Grants 

This grant will support costs associated with the exterior conservation of an eligible registered 

heritage property.  Costs to address a structural integrity issue will also be considered. 

 

The amount of the grants available will be: 

 50% of the eligible conservation work costs to a maximum of $10,000 every two years for 

owners of a registered provincial heritage property; and 

 50% of the eligible conservation work costs to a maximum of $7,500 every two years for 

owners of registered municipal heritage property (including those located within an approved 

municipal heritage conservation district) used as places of worship or for a registered not-for-

profit association. 

 Properties owned by either the province or a municipality are not eligible for this grant. 

Please review the conservation work policy for more details 

 

Tax Rebate 

The Department of Service Nova Scotia and Municipal Relations offers a Provincial Tax Rebate (under 

the Sales Tax Act). Heritage property owners are eligible for a full rebate of the provincial sales tax 

paid for materials used on the exterior of the building.  

 

Municipalities also have the ability to introduce a financial assistance program for heritage property 

owners.  The Village Cores Plan prepared by Ekistics suggested a Heritage Building Maintenance 

Program for Maitland.  They identify that the local architectural heritage is a key attraction of the 

community and that protection of the building stock is a priority.  They suggest a building maintenance 

program be introduced to cost share appropriate maintenance of historic structures.  An inventory of 

buildings that may be threatened by the lack of care could be made as an initial step in a program to 

promote timely maintenance and reuse of available structures.   

 

Halifax and Cape Breton Regional Municipality both have heritage incentive programs.  In Cape Breton 

owners of municipally registered properties and owners of properties located within a municipal 

heritage conservation district are eligible; properties which are assessed entirely for commercial 

purposes, unless the property is owned by a registered non-profit society are not eligible.  For roof 

repair/reshingling and foundation work the incentive shall be a maximum of 30% of the cost of the 
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repairs and for all other eligible work the incentive shall be a maximum of 50% of the work.  The 

maximum of any one property shall $12,000 per year. In Halifax the incentive program provides a 

matching grant of up to $10,000 for eligible exterior conservation work for privately owned, registered 

municipal heritage properties in residential or commercial use.  Within the Barrington Street Heritage 

Conservation District, the program provides matching grants of up to $100,000 for exterior restoration 

work. 

 

There is an opportunity to provide financial assistance to owners of municipal heritage properties 

which are in private ownership.  Municipal heritage properties which are places of worship or for a 

registered not-for-profit association are able to apply for conservation work grants provided by the 

provincial government but not properties which are in private ownership. 

 

A façade improvement program has been undertaken on Portland Street, Dartmouth, North Sydney, 

Sydney and Glace Bay in Cape Breton and the Town of Wolfville.  Typically the program pays half of the 

cost of façade improvements up to a certain maximum amount.  The program typically begins by 

obtaining seed money to hire an urban design consultant to prepare a façade improvement study.  The 

consultant works with building owners to prepare conceptual designs and cost estimates for each 

building on the street.  The construction program must follow the façade plan prepared by the 

consultant for the funding to be realized.  The Municipality benefits from the program by increasing 

the assessed value of the buildings within the program area.  The more significant benefit however is 

the improvement to the quality of the built environment.  It gives property owners within the 

conservation area an opportunity to invest in the quality of their property.   

 

Alyssa te Bogt identified in her thesis ‘Maitland Heritage Conservation District: Changes to the Built 

Environment since the creation of the 1995 Maitland Heritage Conservation Plan & Bylaw’  that many 

buildings are in need of some form of repair and that a common comment by residents was that the 

town as a whole couldn’t afford to upkeep the historic houses. 

 

There are financial advantages to the Municipality from introducing financial assistance opportunities, 

for heritage properties in particular in Maitland.  Improvement works to heritage buildings will increase 

the assessed value of a property.  The biggest potential advantage is Investment in providing 

improvements to the built quality of Maitland which will boost the areas appeal as an inviting place to 

visit, work and live.  Maitland is a very important asset to the tourism offerings of East Hants.  It’s a 

natural stopping point along the Glooscap Trail which passes through the Municipality along Highway 

#215.  Recognizing this important tourism asset and providing incentives for built improvements has the 

real potential to increase tourism spending in the area as this may encourage more people to visit and 

more people to stay longer instead of passing through.   

 

Comments received from the Municipal Department of Economic & Business Development indicate that 

the Nova Scotia Tourism Agency identified Cultural visitors as a high-yield market.  Visitors who 

appreciate historic and cultural assets tend to say longer and spend more.  Restoration of the exteriors 

of the buildings along the main routes would certainly enhance the visual appeal of the village and 

would present a positive first impression to visitors. 

   

Zoning 
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The Municipality can support Maitland’s heritage by paying special attention to the upkeep of 

properties within the village. Currently though there is no zoning (except the wind energy zone) in 

place in the northern portion of the Municipality and therefore the land use by-law cannot currently be 

used to support the protection of the impressive legacy of intact built heritage in Maitland.  

Complimentary zoning would be desirable in Maitland to ensure inappropriate uses are not located in 

and around the village that could degrade the historic context of the village.  This approach was taken 

in the Grand Pre Heritage Conservation District, where the Hamlet Historic Residential (R9) Zone was 

adopted by Kings County to do just that.  

 

Planning in Maitland 

Although the recommendation from staff is to introduce zoning to Maitland it is clear that at this time 

there is no desire from Council to consider zoning in the unplanned area of the Municipality.  A lack of 

zoning does not remove the potential for planning to be introduced to Maitland.  Policies could be 

developed around the future of the village of Maitland.  These policies would not be followed with 

regulations in the form of zoning but it would enable the village to establish a vision for its future 

development.  Planning policies could identify opportunities and threats to Maitlands future.  These 

policies could have the potential to guide development in the village but also identify where the 

Municipality could play a role in the future of the village, for example funding opportunities for signage 

and wayfinding. 

 

Proposed Policy Approach 

 A review be undertaken of the Maitland Heritage Conservation District Plan and By-law.  

     

 A financial assistance program be investigated for properties in the Maitland Heritage 

Conservation District and for other municipally registered heritage properties.   

 

 Zoning is proposed for the village of Maitland to protect the areas within and surrounding the 

heritage conservation district from undesirable development which would impact on the 

important heritage asset of Maitland. 

 

 If zoning is not to be introduced to Maitland that policies be developed to guide development 

in the village but also identify where the Municipality could play a role in the future of the 

village.  

 

 

 

 


