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Tourism 
Background 

The Nova Scotia Tourism Agency state in their document ‘A Tourism Strategy for Nova Scotia’ the 

‘Tourism is a $2 billion industry in Nova Scotia.  It provides 24,000 jobs that support families in every 

region of the province.’  Tourism is a vital contributor to the economy in all parts of the province 

including East Hants.   

 

Tourism has some tremendous potential to stimulate 

economic development in East Hants.  This is especially 

true in our rural communities which, like similar areas 

across the country, are facing challenges which threaten 

their very survival.  Tourism often is the last remaining 

business opportunity which can hold our rural 

communities together and help ensure sustainability.  In 

2009 the Municipality developed a Tourism Strategy 

which explores ways to encourage and support a healthy 

tourism sector. 

 

It is anticipated that in 2015/16 the Municipality will 

review the Tourism Strategy.  That strategy will take 

account of the Economic Development Strategy currently 

being prepared by Lionsgate.   

 

East Hants has been blessed with many natural tourism 

assets and we have some unique world class attractions 

and all of these assets and attractions creates a draw for visitors.  The tourism strategy was developed 

to use the key or premier attractions, especially the more unique ones, to create niche and broader 

market draws for the municipal wide tourism product.  

The premier tourism attractions have been grouped as 

follows: 

 

1. Tidal Bore Rafting 

2. The Bay of Fundy Experience 

3. Festivals & Special Events 

4. Heritage and Culture Attractions 

 

Public Consultation Responses 

Question 12 of the Community Goals Survey asked ‘is it 

important to control development to ensure the tourism 

potential of scenic areas?’  A strong majority of 

respondents (82.2%) agreed that it is important to control 

development to ensure the tourism potential of scenic 



2 
 

areas, with 11% of respondents indicating that they don’t know.   
 

At the visioning workshops held in June 2014, Tourism was discussed at all locations (Kennetcook, Lantz 

and Mount Uniacke).  Limited comments were provided for Lantz and Mount Uniacke but these 

comments included a suggestion for a world class park and providing a unique attraction and to create 

reasons for tourists to stop.  More discussion regarding tourism was held at the Kennetcook workshop.  

The Bay of Fundy and the features and attractions along the shore which makes it a special place to 

visit were discussed at the workshop.  Attendees of the workshop suggested that the Plan should build 

on heritage, there should be the infrastructure to support attractions including Burntcoat Head Park, 

Courthouse Hill and the Tin Smith Museum.  In Kennetcook signage for tourists was identified as an 

issue. 

 

In October and November 2014, eight design workshops were held in eight different communities 

around the Municipality.  At these workshops, signage for tourism was raised again as one of the issues.  

Other comments include showcasing views in Maitland, water access in Maitland, a tourist information 

kiosk for Milford and to highlight viewing eagles in Shubenacadie. 

 

Tidal Bore Rafting 

‘Prepare to get wet – the force of the incoming tide against the outflow of the Shubenacadie 

River forms roller-coaster waves that can be up to four metres (14 feet) high.  Shoot the 

white-water rapids as the tide rushes from the Bay of Fundy up the Shubenacadie River, and 

enjoy views of eagle nests, Acadian dykelands, and geological formations.’ (pg 154, 2014 Doers 

and Dreamers Travel Guide) 

 

Tidal bore rafting is an exciting experience unique to Nova Scotia.  From a land use perspective there 

are no recommendations to make. 

 

The Bay of Fundy Experience 

The Nova Scotia Department of Economic and Rural Development and Tourism identifies Scenic 

Travelways throughout the province.  These travelways include the Lighthouse Route, Evangeline Trail, 

Cabot Trail and the Glooscap Trail.  The Glooscap Trail passes through the Municipality along Highway 

#215, alongside the Minas Basin and Cobequid Bay.  The Municipality can support this initative by 

paying special attention to the upkeep of properties along these travelways through restricting certain 

undesirable uses and encouraging uses such as bed and breakfasts, country inns, tea rooms, craft stores 

and other appropriate tourist related businesses. Currently though there is no zoning (except the wind 

energy zone) in place in the northern portion of the Municipality and therefore the land use by-law 

cannot currently be used to support the protection and development of the Glooscap Trail.  Zoning 

would have to be introduced to restrict undesirable uses.  The Plan Review background paper on 

coastal erosion has introduced the idea of including zoning alongside the Minas Basin and Cobequid Bay.  

Supporting the Glooscap travelway provides another argument for adding zoning to some parts of the 

currently unzoned portion of the Municipality. 

 

Zoning is suggested for land around Highway #215.  This will ensure the longer term protection of this 

important tourist travelway.  There is an argument that there is limited development pressure in the 
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northern section of the Municipality but relying on this does not provide protection against undesirable 

development and uses.    

 

Burntcoat Head Park is in Burntcoat on the 

northern coastline of the Municipality.  It’s 

owned by the Municipality and is managed and 

operated by a community-based volunteer 

group using municipal, provincial and federal 

grants and fund raising. The Municipality is 

currently working on a project to upgrade and 

enhance the facilities at the park.  The 

objective of this project is to position the park 

as a Nova Scotia anchor attraction in the Bay of 

Fundy tourism offering, resulting in increased 

visitation to the park and providing economic 

stimulus and opportunities for the region.  

Without zoning around the park there is no ability to protect this important visitor attraction from 

nearby locally inappropriate development.  This supports the opportunity for introducing zoning along 

the Bay of Fundy shoreline. 

 

Maitland is in the north-east corner of the Municipality 

and is located alongside the Cobequid Bay and 

Shubenacadie River.  In 1994 Maitland was declared Nova 

Scotia’s first Heritage Conservation District.  In addition to 

and because of its heritage value, Maitland is an 

important asset in attracting visitors to the Municipality 

and adds to the overall Bay of Fundy experience and the 

Glooscap Trail experience.  More details of Maitland and 

its heritage importance will be discussed further in the 

background paper on Heritage.   

 

Festivals & Special Events 

Over recent years the municipality has received inquiries 

from local businesses and organizations interested in 

hosting temporary outdoor special events. Examples of 

such temporary events include weddings, live 

entertainment and celebrations at Curly Portable’s, and 

festivals in Kennetcook. The proposed events included the 

use of beer tents and other such tented uses. Prior to 

2011 the Land Use By-law (LUB) did not address such land 

uses.  

 

In April 2011 Council approved amendments to the 

Municipal Planning Strategy and Land Use By-law that regulates large-scale special events throughout 

the municipality and small-scale special events in the comprehensively planned areas of East Hants. 
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The Land Use By-law defines small-scale special events as ‘an event held outside an enclosed 

permanent structure where there is an assembly of less than 1000 persons at any given point in time 

during the event.  It is a temporary, short-term use of land for the purpose of fundraising, 

promotional activities, celebrations, or for entertainment or amusement.  The term small-scale 

special event shall not include parades and firework displays.’  Large-scale special events has the 

same definition as for small-scale but ‘where there is an assembly of 1000 persons or more at any 

given point in time during the event…’   

 

Small-scale special events are permitted in all zones and do not require a development permit.  Large-

scale special events are permitted in all zones, including the Wind Energy (WE) Zone, and except in the 

R1, R2, R3, R5, HF, ES, ER, WS and WG Zones.  The policy goal regarding Large-scale special events is 

‘to encourage large-scale special events while protecting the health and safety of East Hants residents 

and event attendees and participants, and protecting private property.’   

 

As they are relatively new regulations and no issues have been identified, the suggested approach is to 

retain the existing regulations regarding small-scale and large-scale special events.   

 

Heritage & Cultural Attractions 

A recent review of the agricultural policies and regulations of the Official Community Plan was 

completed in 2011.  During the review the Agricultural Advisory Committee suggested regulations were 

needed to permit Agri-tourism in the Agricultural Reserve (AR).  As part of the review of agricultural 

policies and regulations, agri-tourism uses have been included in the Land Use By-law. 

 

 7.3.12 Agri-tourism  

 

A development permit may be issued for the following agri-tourism uses:  

 

a. restaurants and retail shops, up to a maximum of 500 square feet (46.4 m2), are permitted 

provided they are accessory and clearly related to an agricultural uses. 

 

7.3.13 Agri-tourism Development Agreements  

 

The following agri-tourism uses may be considered only by development agreement in the (AR) Zone, 

subject to the criteria of Policy P7-18(c) and P13-9: 

 

a. restaurants, wineries (including retail sales and tours), retail shops, and lodging related to and 

accessory to an agricultural use of the farm, over 500 square feet (46.4 m2) not to exceed 2,000 

square feet (185.8 m2).  

 

Some suggested changes to the regulations include the ability to apply for a development permit for a 

winery under 500 square feet; adding breweries and brew pubs to be treated the same as wineries in 

both 7.3.12 and 7.3.13; and removing the requirement for a development agreement in 7.3.13 and 

instead require site plan approval. 
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As noted above, these regulations were recently developed during the review of the agricultural 

policies.  The Agricultural Advisory Committee spent considerable time reviewing agricultural policies.  

At this time it is suggested that there is no need to completely revamp the regulations regarding agri-

tourism and the existing regulations should be included in the new planning documents with the 

amendments outlined above. 

 

Cultural attractions such as museums and art galleries are zoned as Institutional Uses (IU).  Along with 

being permitted in the IU zone, institutional zoned uses are widely permitted in many of the zones 

including the Rural Use (R4) zone 

and all of the commercial zones, 

except the Industrial Commercial 

(C5) Zone.  Some of the other zones 

such as Single Unit Dwelling (R1), 

Single and Two Unit Dwelling (R2), 

Multiple Unit (R3) and also the 

Industrial Commercial (C5) zone do 

not directly permit Institutional Use 

(IU) zone uses but they can be 

considered through a development 

agreement in these zones.  Museums 

and art galleries are enabled, either 

through as-of-right or through a 

development agreement, in a large 

number of zones in the Municipality.  Changes are not suggested to this approach.   

 

Signage 

One of the objectives of the Tourism Strategy for Nova Scotia is to improve access to Nova Scotia for 

visitors and enhance their ability to travel throughout Nova Scotia.  One of the ways that the strategy 

identifies to work towards the objective is to support a province wide approach to better provincial 

signage to enhance visitor experience; identify ways to improve signage to ensure positive visitor 

experiences and easier travel throughout the province.  The results should be a comprehensive signage 

strategy. 

 

The Department of Economic and Rural Development and Tourism and the Department of 

Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal have developed a program for the signing of tourist 

attractions along the Province’s 100 Series Controlled Access Highway system.  The program is intended 

to identify Nova Scotia’s significant tourist attractions, encourage travelers to leave the 100 Series 

Controlled Access Highway system and direct visitors to attraction locations.  To be considered for 

major tourist attraction signage, attractions must fit with the strategic priorities of the Tourism 

Strategy for Nova Scotia. 

 

Directional signage has been identified as an issue in East Hants and this issue is discussed further in 

the plan review topic paper on signage.  The recommended approach regarding directional signage as 

discussed in the signage topic paper is to improve the Municipal directional signage program to create 

and manage off-premises signage.  This program would create municipal standards for directional 
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signage, and an application process for the public to apply to have signage added to municipally-owned 

sign frames. 

 

Community notice boards, interpretation, wayfinding and gateway signage are also discussed further in 

the topic paper on signage.  With regard to developing policy regarding community signage, there are 

four recommended approaches: 

1. Establish design standards for the different forms of community signage being explored to meet 

Municipal brand goals. 

2. Fund a community notice board in communities where there is a demand for one through a 

project fund, or partnership(s) with developer(s). 

3. Allocate a portion of funds from the tourism development grant program on an as-needed basis 

to develop interpretation and wayfinding signage for areas of historical or cultural importance. 

4. Develop policy to state that Council may, in the future, consider a program to develop 

community gateway signage. 

 

 

Proposed Policy Approach 

 Zoning is suggested for land around Highway #215 and alongside the Bay of Fundy.  This will 

ensure the longer term protection of this important tourist travelway.  

     

 Regarding festivals and special events the suggested approach is to retain the existing 

regulations regarding small-scale and large-scale special events.   

 

 Regarding agri-tourism the suggested approach is that there is no need to prepare new 

regulations regarding agri-tourism, the existing regulations with the suggested changes should 

be included in the new planning documents. 

 

 The proposed approach for cultural attractions such as museums and art galleries is to continue 

with the existing approach for permitting Institutional Use (IU) zone uses. 

 

 

 

 


